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.D ſomething at the Bottom of | this, 
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1 1 
Reach of their Cxrricat Opsen- 
vaTions. He knows- full” "well * 
that the Prophecies main d in this © 
Book are juft ripe for Accompliſh- 
ment, yea, that ſome of them are 
nom actually fulfilling. He knows 
that bis Day is coming, that his 
. ſhore, (but mof triumphant” Reign 
upon | A 5 
that ANTICHIIS I properly and 
emphatically ſo call d, who is ſo par- 
ticularly deſcrib'd and againſt whom 
fſuch- particular Caution is given in 
- the Revelation, | will ſoon male his 
Appearance upon the Stage of - the 
Marla. N wonder then, that be 
employs his learned Tools, and uſes 
” utmoſt Efforts at this. Funfture 
cry down the Revelation, 20 leſſen 
3 82 * Eſteem: among. Chriſtians, to 
nia its divine. Authority, 
and. __ it 40 Som and . 


Wis EP "Þ tempt ; 


The PREFACR 
tempt; and thereby, if poſſible, 10 


prevent Men from looking. into a 
Book, which of All Books in the 
World they are now - moſt con- 

cernd to know and conſider. 

But what particular Advantage the 

Patrons and Promoters of Hereſy 
and Infidelity can promiſe to them- 
ſelves and their Cauſe by proving 
the Revelation to be Doubtful or 
Uncanonical, is not ſo eaſy to diſcern - 

I. confiſts of Myſteries which they 
| profeſs not to underſiand,. of O 
| ſeurities which they explode, of 

Predifions which they would ſeem | 

g to deſpiſe, of Doftrines which they 
 ' pretend to diſregard. And will 

Men of Parts and Learning, of 

their own free Motion, exerciſe their 

Wit, waſte their Time, and employ- 

their whole Strength, to confute a 
Writing that is, by their own Con-- 
Feſſion, ſo far beneath their Notice 


The PREFAGE 


«ka Regard? Ne, Die the Spirit 
that — in the Children of 
Unbelief and Diſobedience char Bat 
 Prompted theſe Men to examine with . 
critical 5; 5 ite and Torture the Au- | 
#harity of this Back in particular, 
and i treat it With ſolemn Banter 
and. profane Sneer. But les them 
Sneer om: The Event will. Jaun 
prove its Authority; the Arccom- 
5 ve will ee irt 4 
A 


4 4 ' Book 5 voy geil G © 
was. of pf tefs Efteem: than the: Prophe- 
cy 7 Daniel; and yet mo Prophe- 
& was. ever more exathy and pumctu- 

ally fulflld; and — has 
been held in high F enertion. ever 
Hue. Tit the fame with the Re- 
velation of St. John 14 has beer 
. by t#he 2 . 


under ſtod; and i and. nothing 4 5 
contributed : 4 


The PREFACE. ö 


— mate "0 "iis Difefterm, 


thin the. many g { 
and  ConcratfyBhory 


; 1 atcoreling Z / 
Schemes and Attathments in Religitn 


r Policy, Fir whetever of ths 
0 Kind bas yer been offer & io rhe Worth, 


” N No ; 


F 2 


Joems- either von mit labour in 


| obs Expoſition, of roo mtb framd 
na o limited in the Application," wr 
— eakewulated only tv five an Hypothe- 
r 4 Party, Nor is fs Here wy 
Un Modern fy rer 


uhr may jay be bed u privite 


Interpretation, which, as the Scrip- 
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hind 
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tune plainly ens —_ i the | 


A nt 


The PREFACE: 


hind them, Juneau, Chriſt's Ep iſtles 
BE the Seven. Churches, 1 "hol. en- 
, by the. divine ¶ ſiſlance, 


= open the way £0. a clearer Know- 
ledge. and fuller Diſcovery of the 


many wonderful * contain d in 


this Book of. Reyelation, by proving 


beth from external and internal Evi- | 


dience, that theſe Epiſtles of Chriſt | 
are in reality. al Prophetical, 


and. that the Propbecies implied 


therein reach 10 the preſent. Age, 
and muſs have their full Accompl. 5% 
unt, before the following. e of 
4 Revelation come 10 be ann * 


"7 £ 


* WW Expoſtars, bitherta, THEY — 
Ale, d the Revelation as fulfill'd in 


a great Meaſure already; whereas 


| poſſibly" it may... appears. hereafter 
that not ten Lines of direct Pro- 
phecy | have yet receiv d their full 
9a, ea Accompli — | 7 be Time, 


The PREFACR 


I am perſuaded, is now \come fon a 
gradual and ſucceſſwoe'' Cumpletian 
, tbe M hole. And uben I ſee a. 
General War carried on between the 
may" then mit without Naaſon c. 
cluat, thus tbe Firſt Seal , 
may juſtly be rectus d the Key f 
the Revelation, though never. yet 
made uſe o, as ſuch fon wnlacking 
theſe hidden Myſteries) it open d 
and paſt d, and that other Signs 
and Wonders will ſoon follow. And 
then will this glorious Light hat 
Bas for ſo many hundred Years ſhi- 
ned only in a dark Place, appear 
like the Day-ſtar or Dawning of 
the Day, and point out to the Re- 
ligious-Wiſe the near Approach of 
Chriſt's Second Coming, as evi- 
 dently and conſþicuouſly as the Appear- 
ance of the Star to the Eaſtern 
Magi did his Nativity or firſt AA. 
THT; © -- _ 


i d of the Glpel by . Paul — If 
this Prophecy it is hid to 
God of this World hath blinded 
the Minds of 
not, leaſt the Light of his iluftri- 
ous Prophecy, when. viewd in the 
ſbment, ſhould. ſhine unto 
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INTRODUCT LON. 


nere ate" four? aThings," us 
I conceive, pre eviouſly Bod 
oiny: to be obſery d, in © relation 
ts Prophecy in General, and to 
this moſt eminent Prophecy it 
Particular. 1. That the Aue 
Spirit which gave the Prophecy 
muſt give the Interpretation of it. 
For as Prophecy came not in alu 
Time by the Wal of Man; fo np 
Prophecy of the Seripture ir of any 
private Interpretation, ies u 
i. e. of a Man's own Interpretation, 
but muſt be interpreted by the _ 
Ghoſt, who alone can point 

and diſcover the correſpondent E- 
vent; which = feldom” does Be- 


= — E begins to be ful- 
a be be 55 be drawing neur 
7 25 br * to 


to an Accompliſhment: 80 that 
both Prophecy and the Interpre- 
tation) of Prophecy lis( the! peculiat 
Gift of the Holy Spirit. Legend: 
 gvidem Prophete; ſed. ita ut à Deo 
HPetatun Interpretationis. Donum, ut 
idem fit propbeticorum Scriptorum 
autor & interpren Accordingly we do 
not find any one Prophet or Interpre- 
ter of Prophecies in the Old ot New 
Teſtament, hut was immediate- 
ly inſpired. The Caſe of Foſeph and 
Daniel is remarkable to this Pur- 
pole; fon they both aſcribe their 
Viſions wholly to divine In/birati 5 
ture may be interpreted, and rightly, 
by. learned Men, as h iſtorical Facts, 
f Religion; but Learning alone 
Will — not ſuffice Y for #5 this * There 
muſt, be a higher and more emi 


of! e 


ne INTRODUCTTO WE 


nent Endowment to qualify a Man 
ſor the Interpretation of Prophecy. 
In the latter . tis generally al- 
low'd, ſome ſuch Prophets will 4. 
13 und Time may now be 
near at hand, 21 1 obſerve, "That 
Prophecies are not to be treated or 
expounded as ug, or Pard- 
bles, wherein, if the main Drift 
and Deſign of the Propoſer be an- 
ſwer d, it is ſuffieient . Hüt in Pro- 
pbec/ euery Circumſtanee and Ex- 
preſſion LA particularly” 5 
with the Thing pr rophecie@of*7 Fn? © 
in this there is nothing ſuperffuc 
on redundant; nothing added in — 
Way of Ornament or Embellifh- 
ment, not a Name but has a pe 
culiar Impoft and Sgmiſtesdey, not 
a Word but carries in it forme 
Note or Characteriſtick, wh 
to diſtinguiſh the Event or Evens 
1 at from all other Events 
whatſoever. 


The INTRODUCTION | 
whatſoever. urge? It is obſetv able, | 


M. f 


That as Dani 


erſons, not far dliſtant from the | 
me: of thoſe Prophecies); ſo the Pro- 


m. INTRODUCTION: 


in this World, have been thought 
by moſt Men to have had a nearer 
View, and to include and import 
a great Number of inter E- 
vents,” of which, tis readily aaf 
do bear ſome faint, low, and im- 
perfect Shadow or Reſemblance of 
the Truth and Subſtance ; but tlie 
grand Completion is yet to come: 
Tie this however that has tempted 
Expoſitors to look upon moſt of 
the Prophecies of this Book as actual - 
ly and abſolutely fulflFd already; 
22 I believe, upon à cloſer In- 
N it will be found that the very 
I expreſs Prophecy in the Apoca- 
| 775 1 Nav Ally — 05 
or come to its fu// Period. 
As I deſign to be very brief and 
conciſe, and to give only ſome ge- 
neral Hints in the following Eſſay 
leaving a more explicite Account 
or Enumeration of Facts, till I ſee 
whether 


Whether the Grqund-wor 


an Hiſtorical Form, to comprehend 


. VTR ODU 


drk be rejected 
ure d) there will, be no f 


A preſent of proving Or explaining 


the foregoing Rules, which I have 
lad _ a chiefly for my own Uſe, 
in expounding this: Epi Balary. Pro- 
2288. Cbriſt; which appears to me 
to be a curious, exact, and admi- 
rable Deſcription of the inward and 
outward State of the Cbriſtian 
Church. from . the Apoſtles Days 
down to the preſent ; and under 


and convey to us a moſt remark- 
able Prediction of the ſeveral differ - 
ent Tempers or Conſtitutions of 
the Church of Chrift for no. leſs 
than ſe venteen Kann r 


fvely. iI 
* a 
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to the Seven Churches are to be underſtood, - 
not. in an Hiſtorical, but eee N 


Begla with dt Proofs... or 
Arguments, which, for Diſ- 
tinction-ſake, 1 call W 
and Extena. | 

Firſt, Then 1 obſerve in Ge- 
neral, that tis no Juſt Objee- 
tion to the Point 1 am maintaining, that 
theſe Epiſtles are penn d in an Horical way; 
fince this is common to many other Prophe- 
cies in the Old Teſtament: Yea, the bright- 
eſt and moſt ' expreſs and moſt particular 
Account we meet with in the Prophets, of 
the Perſon and Sufferings of the Meſſiah, is 


an e Narration. 4a. liü. 2. 1 ob- 
B 5 . ſer ve, | 


things contain d in theſe Epiſtles (which 
be eo to be Pars of the 


. PR 
© 2 x „ * * E — waz I "7 7 5 
- 2 | 
* { 
* 


en ae thewbel Henk of Revelation is de · 


noted by the Words of this Prophecy, ch. i. 


v. 3. as if defign'd on paper to intimate 
ell as any other Part, 


that theſe Epiſtles, as w 
were Propbetical; and therefore in the very 
Beginning it is call'd the Revelation of TFeſus 


Chrift, which God gave unto him to ſhew unto 
bis Servants Things which muſt ſhortly come to 
_- paſs: which laſt Words have by m Ex- 


politors, been wholly applied to thoſe Pro- 
phecies which f0//ow theſe Epiſtles, the Epiſ- 


tles themſelves having been paſs'd over, as 


Matter of mere Hiſtory ; when as, in Truth, 


they are applicable to theſe in the firſt and 
. ſtricteſt Senſe of the Words, and to the Other 


only in a remote and ſecondary Senſe. By 


| the Things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs, is 
not to be underſtood a preſent or immediate 


Accompliſhment of all the Things ſpoken 


or prophecied of, but their Succeſſive Ac- 


compliſhment in their proper Times or Sea- 


ſons; ſome of which would ſoon com- 
mence, or ſhortly come to paſs, and all the 
reſt follow in a regular Courſe, every one 
in its own Order, without any intervening 
Delay, or Alteration of the Divine Purpoſe. 


Now, according to this Obſervation, the 


Prophecy of this Book, when the Whole is 
a Prophecy) though they were the Firſt 


Things that were to come to paſs, yet were 


they 


* 


f 


300 
they not to happen all at once, but to ſue- 
ceed One Another in an orderly Courſe of 
Time. 3. Tis farther obſervable, from the 
Account of the Churches theſe Epiſtles are 
— to, that they are not to be taken i- 
terally and hiſtorically, but myſ/tically and 
Fripberically. For St. Fobn is ordered to 
write, not to Seven Churches, but to THE 
Seven Churches (which ſeems to imply and 
include the States and Characters of all the 
ſeveral Chriſtian Churches that ſhould be in 
the World.) Accordingly it is ſaid, He that 
bath an Ear, let him bear what the Spirit 
faith unto the Churches; not unto "this, or 
that, or * but to THE Churches in 
general. _ ch. xxii. v. 16. J Jeſis haue 
ent mine to feſtiſy unto vom theſe t 
4 THE Churcber: Thee Things, f 
the Things that had been Wend before 
in this Book of Revelation; many of which, 
tis plain, are not to be accompliſh'd till near 
the End of the World: ſo that here the 
Churches evidently denote Al the Churches 
ſucceſſively from the Beginning of Chriſtia- 
_ nity: a+-ths Rad of the World. And this 
is the more remarkable, becaufe che Angel 
does not mention All the Churches then in 
Being, no nor the mo/ famous Churches then 
in the World; as Ro ME, AN TIOek, 
- ALEXANDRIA, and many others, and 
ſuch no doubt as had been Patterns of 
. and Admonition, as well as thoſe 
e W.2 here 


. 
. 
1 
3 
. 
1 
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„ Ye 


rr 
* e 
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1 „„ 
here named. And it is farther to be Noted, 


that as the Church of Epbeſus continued to 


After-Ages, notwithſtanding the Threatning 
to remove her Candleſtick ; fo in St. Jabns 
Time there was no Chriſtian Church at 
Thyatira; and therefore the Apoſtle muſt 
ſpeak of it not as one really exiſting, but by 
a propherical Spirit and in a myſtical Senſe. 


To this I may add, that Chri/t repreſents 


Himſelf to the Church in Epheſizs, as walking 
in the maſt of the ſeven golden Candleſticks, 
that is, of the Seven Churches; which may 
be beſt interpreted by that other Promiſe of 


his to the Apoſtles; Lo, I am with you al- 


way, even unto the End of the World. For it 
would be too partial and reſtrain'd a Senſe 
put upon this Paſſage, to ſuppoſe that our 


Saviour's Preſence was to be confin d to e- 


ven particular Cburcbes i Abi, and not to 
be extended to all the Churches that ſhould 
be in the World. And therefore from this 
mention of his walking in the midſt f the 


ſeven golden Candleſticks, we can reaſonably 


infer no leſs than that he plainly intended 
we ſhould underſtand him as ſpeaking not 


of thoſe particular Churches only, but of all 


che Churches in general. 4. I can't but ob- 
ſerve, that if theſe Epiſtles were purely Hi/- 


 ferical, and order d to be ſent or deliver'd to 


the ſeveral Churches mention'd, we might 
to meet with ſome Records or Notices, 
that they Were io delivered or ſent 5 5 


— 


Taadicea, no Traces or Footſteps 


„„ 
Jobn to the reſpective Churches; but ſo * 
from this, that at the Firſt Grant held at 
cou d be 
found of any ſuch Epiſtle deliver d to that 
Church: And therefore this Firſt Laodicean 
Council rejected the Revelation, as Uncanoni- 
cal, as the Laodicean Age ſeems ready to do 
the ſame, and for no better Reaſon. But 5. 
That which may be thought ſufficient of it- 
ſelf to put this Matter beyond all reaſona- 
ble Doubt, is, that the Characters here given 
of Two of the Churches, viz. S AR DIS and 
LAoDICEA, are ſo very bad, as not to be 
any way applicable to the Apoſtolick Age: 
ſince the former is repreſented as almoſt 
univerſally corrupted, and to have only juſt 
Faith enough to keep her alive; and the 
other to be without Faith and Works too, 
and at the ſame time to be ſo ſtrangely ig- 
norant of her own wretched Condition, as 
to fancy herſelf abounding in all ſptritua!l 
Riches, when ſhe was Nothing but Poverty 
and Nakedneſs. Now theſe are Characters 
that no way ſuits with thoſe Primitive 
Times, when there were {a many burning and 
ſhining Lights in the Church, when the 
Love of Chriſtians towards Chrif and one 
another, was lively, warm, and vigorous z 
when their Faith was able to remove Moun- 
tains, and, which is greater ſtill, to over- 
come the World, and made them more than 
Conquerors! when they were zealous f 


good 


„ 
good Works, and thirſted after M 
being ready not only to ſuffer Shame for che 
Name of Ser, but to lay down their Lives 
for his Sake, as Multitudes of them did in 
thoſe Days. "Tis plain then to me, that 
hough the Churches here na med ar Ephe/ics, 
Smyrna, Pergamus, and the reſt, might, all 
or moſt of them, be reall * A- 
poltle's Time, yet that — their Names 
and Character: — wholly typical and pro- 
Pbetical, as being deſigned by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in this Book of Prophecy (which ſhould 
therefore direct and aſcertain their propheti- 
cal Meaning) to ſignify and repreſent the 
Seven-fold State of Chriſt's Church militant 
| Gere on Earth. And as tis eaſy to prove, 
that fix of theſe States are already paſt, we 
can't but conclude that the Seventh or laſt 
State, which is the Laadicean, is now com- 
menced, if not far advanced. But this will 
be beſt learnt from a particular and diſtinct 
View of the Contents of the ſeveral Epiſ- 
tles; in which there are ſome Things com- 
mon to All, and others peculiar ro Each, and 
which contain the peſtive Proofe 1 come 
now to examine. Which are, 


' "Secondly, The internal Marks and 3 + 


ters, and their exact Corre ee ency or A- 
greement with the outward Events, or the 
ſeveral States of the Chriſtian Church as de- 
 feribdin Hiſtory: And theſe conſiſt of the 
2 Particulars. 1. The myſtical or 
prophetical 


* — 
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ophetical Name of each Church; 2. The 
| ay Part, or the ſeveral Titles of 
Chriſt; 3. The Commendation and Reproof, 
together or apart; 4. The Exhortation or 


Threatning; 5. The | Promiſe of a peculiar 
and diſtinguiſhing Reward, ſuited to the 
State and Probation of each Church, as a 
Motive or Encouragement: to Perſeverance 
or Repentance; 6. The Monitory Conclu- 
fion: All and Every of which Particulars do 
marvellouſly tend, both jointly and ſeverally, 
to point out the Meaning and illuſtrate the 
Deſign of the Prophetick Spirit in each E- 
piſtle, and to confirm the E 1 am 
defending. 

To preven Drin and Repetition, : as 
much as poffible, I ſhall here throw toge- 
ther a few ſhort preliminary Remarks or 
Poftulata, which it may be proper for the 
Reader to be appriz'd of beforehand, and to 
bear in his Mind as he goes along. 1. That 
the State of Chriſtianity in every Church is 
here denominated from the State that is then 
moſt predominant or prevailing, but not whol- 


look d and not mention'd by Chri/t. 2. That 
this State, Condition, or "Dante of the 
Church - ſometimes more viſible od con- 
ſpicuous in ane Place, or Country than anc 


ly excluſive of other ſtates, but theſe over- 


tber, and conſequently there we are to look : 
for the whole Deſcription. 3. That the Pe- 


rent 


_ or Duration of * State is very diffe- 


. 
rent; ſome being very long and ſome ſhort, 
and the reſt between both. 4. That one 
State does not always end, when another be- 
ins; for though the Beginning of each be 
iſtinct and ſucceſſive, in Order of Time, 
yet their Endl is not, but continues afterwards 
in the Effects, notwithſtanding the Begin- 
ning of the Reſt: So that tis ſome what dif- 
ficulr' to ſettle. and adjuſt the exact Periods 
and Commencements of every diſtinct 
Church, or State of Chriſtianity; eſpecially 
ſince ſome of the Middle States, as to their 
predommant Characters, are ſtill very pre- 
vailing in the World, and may continue 
ſo to the End of the Laodicean Age. 
The following Calculations however will, 
F-rruſt;- be found pretty exact and well ſup- 
ported. 5. That theſe Epiſtles, tho” 
written only to particular Perſons, to the 
Angels or Biſhops of the Churches, muſt yet 
be ſuppoſed, by reaſonable Conſtruction, to 
be directed likewiſe to, or at leaſt to concern 
all the Members of the ſeveral Churches 
over which they preſided, but ſtill with an 
Eye more particularly to the Governing Part. 
Theſe Things premiſed, we come now to 
conſider the literal Contents and prophetical 
Import of each "Epiſtle. bat thou . ſeeft, 
write'it- in a Book, and ſend. it unto the ſeven 
Churches which” are in Aſia, unto ERH E- 
sus, and unt SMYRNA;, and wnto PE R- 
GAMUS, and unto THYATIRA, and un- 


- 


„ 
b SARDIS, and unto PHILADELPHiAj 
and unto LAODICEA. The mention of 
the Churches which are in 24/ia, may be 
thought by ſome ſufficient” to overthrow: 
what I have advanced againſt underſtanding 
theſe Epiſtles in an Hiſlorical Senſe. But 
to this I anſwer, That as the Name of every 
Church ſeems deſign d by our Saviour, to be 


* . % * 


own proper and diſtinguiſhing State or Chas. 
racter (as ſhall be ſhewn under each) fo 
Thar of Aja, ſeems in this Place to have a 
myſtical Meaning, and to denote ſomething 
more than one Third, or Leſſer Part of the, 
then known World, even the whole: World in 
general; which, as the ſame St. John has 
obſerv'd elſewhere, lies in Wickedneſs, or in 
the Wicked One, % 75 s and there- 
fore is well denoted or repreſenred | to Us. 
by the Word avis or in; which fignifies 
muddy or miry, corrupr, filthy, and polluted, 
as the World always is, being a Sink of 
Vice and Corruption, and over - ſpread with. 
Filthineſs and a Super fluity of Naughtineſs, and 
as being likewiſe under the baneful Influ-, 
ence and Dominion of the Prince of Dark- 
neſs, emphatically ſtyled in Scripture the G 
of this Wirld, who, with his Legions of im- 
pure Spirits, is continually walking up and, 
dovvn in it, ſeeking whom he may defile and 
devour,” The Church of Chrif therefore, 
or the Seven ST are very progeny 


4, 


(wo 1 
Nato be (not /, but) in Aſia, that is, to have 
efidence or Pilgrimage in, though 
they are gy ry having any familiar Com- 
merce or . We 
Een an eri 8 
7 2 = 859.4 5 
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15 The N D oel fl v. 1. Unto the An- 
| Cbarch, 5 „ gel of the Church in I E- 
Gr if wn 'PHESUS, Write, —— By the 

| Aeli of the ſeveral Chur- 
Shes. we are to underſtand the Biſhops / and 
Paſtors; ; who. are here called Angeli in Allu- 
fon, _. I conceive, to what we. read in Scrip- 
ture, particularly in the Prophet Daniel, of 
their ing the more immediate Miniſters of 
Providence, of their Prefiding over 
umane Affairs, and having peculiar King- 
doms allotted to them for their reſpective 
Provinces; for the Welfare and — | 
72 which, they are repreſented as having a 
F Concern. And by che Church 
PHE.SUS, we haye, I chink, abundant- 
| FE ſufficient Grounds ta underſtand the. 


Pure. 
rimitive, ee ere W and ſer 
forth, 


* SEE 4 Na * | | 
Eris: We, 
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. 2] forth by _ Name, and Cha- 
a whet racter. For + Epheſus pro- 
Gl fer en ee perly denotes Love on Delis, 
or an ardent and affectionate 
Defce, which i 2-juſt and true Character, 
in ſhort, of the Firſt Chriſtians, ho were ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by their fervent Love 
to Chrift and one another, that they drew 
the Obſervation of the Heathens upon them, 
who were wont to cry out with Admiration, 
fee, how theſe Chriſtians love ont another The 
Blood of Chriſt was yet warm in their Breaſts, 
and the Spirit ot. Religion brisk and vize 
e vr New chis „ Bpbeſne Seats 
=y n. c ot Chriſtianiry+ I ſuppoſe: to 
| any Xp have commenced at the Con- 
A Fate. cluſion of the Apaſtolie Age, or 
immediately after the Death 
of the laſt and longeſt Liver of the Apoſtles, 
St. Fobn; and to end a little before the Dis. 
_ clefian Perſecution, or the tenth and laſt gene- 
ral Perſecution, commonly call'd the ru 
the Martyrs, and which begins the: Spyrnean 
State: So that the Primitive Statt of Chri- 
friamty denoted by Epheſus, laſted juſt about 
two hundred Vears, that is, from the End 
of the Firſt Beginning of the Fourth Cen- 
tury; towards the latter Part of which State 
the Chriſtian Zeal and Love Degen to _ 
as We {hall ſee Ry. KT. hs 


l 2 2 | 5 Ibid, TEE 
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75 I Ibid. © 'Theſe things ſaith 
Wes W He that holdeth 255 Seven . 
in bis Right Hand, uo "walketh in the midf 
of the Seven Candle efticks. — By the Stars I 
aeg e the Paſtors of the! Church, ac- 
cording to that of the Prophet Daria 
They that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs 
of the Firmament, and they that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever and ever. 
Where, by the Vf, we are, doubtleſs, to un- 
derſtand the People of God, in Contradiſtinc- 
tion to the | Paſtors of the Church, whole pe 


_ cuhar Province it is to labour in 


Work of turning many to Righteouſneſs. The 
former are wriſe unto Salvation, but wiſe on- 
ly or chiefly for themſelves; the latter are 
not only to take Care of their own, but to 
ſet forward the Salvation of All. And the 
different Reſemblance here made in the 
Compariſon, ſeems to juſtify this Diſtinction. 
For. whereas the Firmament, to which the 
Wiſe are liken'd, is one vaſt Expanſimm = 
Matter incluſive of, but really diſtin& from, 
thoſe glittering Luminaries the Stars, which 
are placed at convenient Diſtances from each 
other to diſſipate the Darkneſs of their re- 
ſpoctive Orbs, and by their united Refulgen- 
cy to illuminate the whole celeſtal F rame: 
So in the Church Catbolick there is a 

Har and diſtinct Order of Men appointed ke 
Burning and Shining Lights, which accord- 
ing to cheir ſeveral Capacities and the Ex- 


uy 


FI 


W 
tent of their different Spheres of Acting, are 
to o enlighten thoſe that fit in Darkneſs, "od, 
by their Joint Endeavours, to communicate 
the Light of the glorious Goſpel to the whole 
Body of Chriſtian People, whereſoever diſ- 
perſt throughout the face of the Earth. And 
as in the Natural World this Firmament 
would be involy'd in one perpetual and uni- 
verſal Darkneſs without the greater and leſ- 
ſer Lights of Heaven; ſo in the Moral World 
Mankind would labour under a total Eclipſe 
of ſpiritual Darkneſs, if thoſe Burning and 
Shining Lights of the Church were once 
extinct. And ſince there is ſo great an Ana- 
logy between the Paſtors of the Church and 
the Stars of Heaven, under the preſent State 
of Things, the Reſemblance will not be lef- 
ſen' d, but rather enlarged in a future State of 
Recompence: And therefore moſt fitly are 
and Paſtors here denoted by Stars, 
both in regard of the Reſplendency of their 
Doctrine and Example, and with reſpect 
likewiſe to the n of their Re. 
ward. * F8 
By Candleflicts our Saviour himſelf ac- 
quaints Us, We are to underftand Churches. 
= * — ewiſh Church there was but One 
eh with Seven Lamps, to denote 
res the true Religion was then confined to 
One Nation; but in the Chriſtian Church 
there are Seven, which is a Number of Uni- 
_— and Perfection, to ſignify the dif- 
| __ 


guilty of as great Preſumption as if he 


(24) 

the Light of the Goſpel throughout 
all For a Candleſtick is deſign d both 
to receiye and emit the Light; and as in 
the Symbol it thus fitly denotes the Church 
in general, ſo wherever it is fix d, ic ſhews 
che Dignity and Preheminency of that 
Church nh any other, by the mere than 
ordinary Illumination of the Holy: Ghoſt. 
And theſe Candleſticks are ſaid to be of Gold, 
to ſhew both their intrinſick Worth, and 
their Stability or Durableneſs againſt all Op- 
preſſion and Oppoſition. 

The Title then that Chrift here — 
ſelf i is.. peculiarly adapted to the State and 
2 of the Primitive Ghurch. To be 

in the Right Hand is a Mark of Honour 
and Safety. To wall in the midſt of we 
thing, betokens Superiority,; Inſpection, and 
Viſitcation. Our Saviour therefore deſigns to 
aſſure the Angel of the Church in Epbeſus, 
by this Title, chat he is the glorious Pro- 
tector and the great Bi of al the Chur- 
ches; that the Paſtors, who are the Stars in 
his Right Hand, are more immediately un- 
der bi Care and Inſpection ; conſequently, 
that whoever touches or offers Violence to 
them, touches the Apple & bis Eye, and it 


ſhould attempt ta ſnatch or wreſt a Thing 
out of the Hands of Omnipotence: At the 
fame Time intimating to thoſe Primitive 
Foo «od Lai, that they were not * lay 
aim 


- T0 1 
claim to or think to engroſs this whole Pris 
vilege, or imagine themſelves the only Ob- 
jects of their Saviour's ſpecial * Regard and 
Protection; fince there were Six other Chur- 
ches or States of Chriſtianity that were alike 
entitled to this Favour, and ſubject to the like 
Viſitation: That, however, ſince moſt of 
the others would degenerate, and not live 
up to this original Standard ef Purity and 
Perfection, and yet be equally under his 
Rule and Governance; they had Reaſon to 
argue 4 fortiori, that * themſelves who 
were the Firſt Fruits of the Spirit, the moſt 
Veteran Soldiers of Chriſt, and to be Patterns 
to After · Ages, ſhould not be deſtitute of bis 
ious Favour and Almighty Protection. 
One Thing farther may be learnt from 
chis Title, vez. that Chrift, as the Searcher 
of Hearts and Viſitor of the Churches, had 
already, in his Divine Fore-knowledge, in- 
ſpected and examin'd the State and Caſe of 
every Church; and ſo gives Directions ane” 
Inſtructions accordingly & | 
V. 2. In thy Warks, * | 
AF cane, 75 Labour, and thy Patience.” 
Which is thus varied and repea- 
ted v. 3. And bop born and haſt patience, 
and for my Name-Jake haſt labour d, and haſt 
— Which Repetition ſhews ChrifÞs 
Del li ght to recount the Virtues of his Saints. 
points out ſome more than ordi 


Sende and remarkable Perſeverance. And 
chis 


| 616) 
this indeed thoſe Primitive Saints abundantly 
diſplay'd both in their Active and Paſſive 
Obedience: For they not only outwardly. 
profeſs d the greateſt Love to their Bleſſed 
Maſter, but gave the beſt Teſtimony of that 
Love by their conſtant Readineſs to lay down 
their Lives for his Sake. And tis wonderful 
to obſerve, what a rom Fight of Afflidt ions 

_ theſe Firſt Renown'd Heroes of Chriſtianity 
ſuſtain d, having paſs d through no leſs than 
ſeven General Perſecutions, beſides ſeveral 
Topical or Leſſer Ones; as if theſe Golden and 
acceptable Men thus tried in the Fire and in 
the Furnace of Adverſity, were deſign d by 
Providence to bear in their own Bodies the 
Marks or Stigmata of the whole Body of the 


Faithful in all che ſeveral States and Periods 


of Chriſtianity. Their Character in general 
and in ſhort, and which is ſufficient for my} 
preſent Purpoſe, and exactly agreeable to our 

Saviours Commendation, is thus ſum'd- 
up by the Noted Author of Primitive Chrij-, 
tianity — Here we find a Piety active and 
zealous, ſhining through the flackeſt Clouds 
of Malice and Cruelty; afflicted Innacence 
trtiumphant, notwichſtanding all the Power- 

ful or Politick Attempts of Men or Devils; 
a Patience unconquerable under. the. biggeſt 
Perſecutions ; a Charity truly Catholick and 
unlimited; a Simplicity and upright Carriage: 
in all Tranſactions; a Sobriety and Temperance 
remarkable to the Admiration of their Enc- 

Be "> am; 


mies; the Divine and Holy Precepts of the 
Chriſtian Religion drawn down into Action, 
and the moſt excellent Genius and Spirit of 


the Goſpel breathing in the Hearts and Lives 


of theſe good old Chriſtians— 


5 7 


I bid. And bow thou can'ft not bear them 
which are Evil This Part of our Saviour's 
Commendation more particularly reſpects 
the antient Diſcipline of the Church, which 
was very awful and very ſtrict; and no leis 
effectual to recoyer the Lapſed, to deter others 
from ſinning, and to ſecure the Perſeverance. 
of the Faithful; and ſo to preſent to her 
Lord 9. glorious. Church, not having Spot, or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuclb Thing ;; but that it ſhould, 
be Holy, and without Blemiſh. By this the. 
Primitive Church maintain d her -Dignicy, 
and Authority, ſbew'd her infinite Hatred of 
Sin, her Care and Zeal to diſcourage all 
Iniquity, to keep Perſons within the Bounds 
of Order and Regularity, and to preſerve chat 
Strictneſs and Purity of Manners that had 
rendered her Religion ſo venerable and tri- 
umphant in the World. A Diſcipline, that 
had no Reſpect of Perſons, that injoin'd Pe- 
nances, greater or leſs, longer or ſborter, ac» 
cording to the Nature of the Crime, ſome- 
times for ſeveral years together, and ſome- 
times for the whole Lite Such was the 
Diſcipline of the Antient Chriſtians, which 
procured them this Commendation from 
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Liars. 


Expreſfions parallel to th Such were falſe 


unmediately cloſer! and ſent forth by C 
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cb bünfelf, that chey could nt bar cbem 
which art Boil," | 1 


Ibid. And haft tried them which ſay they 


St. Paul in one Paſſage has ſome 
Apoſtles, deceitful Workers, transforming lem. 


ſetves into the Apoffles of Chriſt But in nei- 
ther Caſe ate'we tofuppoſe that ſuch preten- 
died to be {þofthes indeed, in the primary and 


priticipat Senf of the Word, that is, Perſons 


in Per ſon. No; none of the falſe 


Teachers could have the Me” A retend 
to ſuch a palpable Falſity as | 
| 1 Kg Doubt, to underſtand b thoſe 
that /ay 


e are 


re Apoſtles and are nt, the He- 
— 2 of ble Days, or the Founders and 


Firſt Broachers bf the ſeveral Hereſies chat 
infeſted the Primitive Church, which x 


very numerous, and which very likely pre- 


tehided to ati immediate Call (not to the 


very Office of Preaching, bur) to the Delivery 


oF the Doctrines they reach'd or pub- 
| liſhed ro the World. "this Montunus in 


particular was a notorious Inftance, and made 


the higheſt Pretenſions of any Man to Di- 
vine Infpiration, and was even thought by 
his deluded Followers to be the very Para- 


tlete, or the Holy Ghoft. And though he 


did not b/mfetF carry his Hereſy to ſuch Ex- 
| „ yet = would have his Diſciples 
* 


Aw) 
believe (and Tertullian was one of theſe Be- 
Lever) that the Haly Ghoſt ſpake and taught 
by his Mouth. , Bur as che Power of gi/cern- 


ns Spirits was one of the miraculous Gifts 


beſtow'd upon the Primitive Chutch, theſe 
and the like Pretenſions were ſoon det ected 
and exp oſed, 1 55 the S] preaders of he 24 
by the Writings Nes che Learned and by che 
Cenſures of the Church, which rejected and 
cur them off from her Communion. 


The Rube, V4: Nevertheleſs. I "have fome- 


| haſt left thy firſt Love. We can't well ſup- 
pole 5 Reba reaches or relates to 
the firſt Chriſtians, who were before ſo high- 
commended for their Patience and Per- 
ſeyerance; but tis very e to thoſe 
Chriſtans who lived in the 


to decline, to ſlacken the Reins of W 


5 the very Heare 9 of Religion... Thy De: 
Meaſure, ap ome W 7 Chah 


mans and 97 natius, 4 we may learn. from 
their Epiſtles; but was more yilible and more 
general a little before the, Riſe or, Montani 2 
the Remiſſneſs of, Diſcipline in the Chure 
giving Birth, in ſome ſenſe, ig chat 7220 See 
While Men Jleep, 


10} 


what againſt thee, becauſe thay 


ter Part of the 
Ephefine State; who about that Time began 


„ lle 5 2 2 N ares; 5 
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"this very brobably was the Occaſion that 
tempted Tertullian, a Man of a . moroſe 
.Temper, great Auſterity of Manners, and a 
rigid Reformer, and who made loud Com- 
Plaines againſt the Negligence and Supineſs of 
the Church-Governors, to cloſe in at that 
Time with the ſevere Diſcipline of Montanus. 
But That which moſt of. all ſhews the Juſt- 
neſs and Seaſonableneſs of our. Saviour's 112 
büke, and might be the chief Ground of his 
Complaint fe the Angel or Biſho -* the 
Church in. Epheſus had 7 7 their 
was the Quartodecimal * 
many ox Diſputes that aroſe in 5 
Church about the Time of keeping Egfter : 
The Day the Devil ſo much envied, as being 
the Birth-day of our Reconciliation to G 
being thus, by his Cunning and Malice, turn d 
into an Occaſion of Strife and Diſunion 
amongſt Chriſtians. But then I don't mean 
The Begiming of this Controverſy, which the 
Good St. Polycarp labour d to put an End 
to, but without Succeſs; for then, notwith- 
poke the Difference of Opinions, che 
5 ce and Unity of the Church was ſtill main- 
xain'd: But I mean the Revival of this Con- 
ttovetſy by Pope Ficlor towards che latter 
"end of the geb Century, who puſh d the 
Marter wick great Violence, fy all in a 
Flame, and proceeded to cet 
Whole Churches, And this unhappy Con- 
oY continued my or leſß in the Ch 1 
N of 


2 „„ 
for a long Time, and was not fully ſettled 
or determined till the firſt General Council 
of Nice. Well then met our Saviour com- 
plain of the latter Chriſtians in the Epheſ/ine 
State, that they had t their firſt Love, 
fince a Spirit of Contention, like a turbulent 
Wind, always ruffles, and even ſometimes 
quite extinguiſhes the pure gentle Flame of 
Charity and Devotion. = 
To this I may add, that during the Heat 
of Perſecutions, the Ephe/ſine Chriſtians 
receiv'd the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
every Day (or as often as they came together 
for publick Worſhip) as a Sovereign Antidote 
againſt the Fear of Death, and as the Beſt 
Preparative for Martyrdom. But after the 
Ninth general Perſecution, they enjoy d a 
profound Peace and Tranquility for ſome- 
what above forty Years; during which State 
, of Eaſe and Proſperity, the Manners of Chri- 
ſtians began to be corrupted, and the Sacra- 
ment to be more rarely frequented. And fo 
from once a Day (as it is ſuppoſed) it came 
to be receiv d only three or four Times in a 
Week: which Abatement and Decay of the 
Primitive Zeal and Love (though nothing in 
Compariſon of what has ſince happen d in 
theſe latter Ages of the Church, when in- 
ſtead of three Times in a Week, Chriſtians are 
contented to Communicate only three Times 
in a 77ar) our Saviour here complains of, and 
threatens to puniſh.” And accordingly God 


was 


| 1 Ry - yo 
8 pleas d to permit a Tenth Renger of 4 


rge away th & Broß and Defilements the 
iſtians "of thoſe Times had contracted 
during their former Eaſe, to tekindle their 
"Ry and recal chem to their % Love 
V. 5. Remember therefore from 
hte whence thou art fallen, and re. 
22. | Pen, and do the firſt Works, or 
is ele I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy Candleſtick out of bis Place, 
except thou repent. —— Our Saviour here 
mercifully warns the latter Chriſtians: in the 
Epbefine Church to - conſider betimes their 
former and their preſent State, the Unity and 
Intenſeneſs of their firſt Love, and the un- 
chriſtian Heats and Diviſions they were no 
run into, to remember from what à Pi 
of Heroic 10 7 they were faln, and to tap : 
the Progreſs o Aoi by a ſpeedy-Repen- 
tance; 55 to teſtify the Trath of their A 
pr dolng be ff works i, e. by reſertling 
the ancient Diſcipline, by quitting their un- 
reaſonable Animoſities, by eammunicating 
more conſtantly, and returning to their 100 


Love. Otherwiſe he threatens. very ſoon to 


vilit their Offences with a Rod, and eyen to 
remove their Candleftick out of bis 1 
No Cbriſts Threatnings in theſe Piles, 
though expreſs d cond: gene are 

predictive of what would certain 1 0 
paſs, as we find by the Event. The moſt 


Ju ihing Church ; in the, AVER HOW 
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Was perhaps that of ErnESUs, where St. 
 Fohn moſtly lived in his latter Days, and 
where he died. Chriſtianity. there thrived, 
as in its Native $9, and grew to à great 
_ Height. But whichever of the ſeveral Chur- 
ches in the Primitive Times, or within the 
Period 1 aſſigu for the Epbefine Age, we fup- 
pofe to be the mot Famous and flouriſhing, 
whether Nome, ot Alexandria, or Antioch, ↄt 


Epbeſus, ot any other, there I think we ought 
to place che Candleftick; as ſymbolically 
denoting the more peculiar Sear of Reſidence 
of che Spirit, or the Enjoyment of the gtea- 
tet Light, and more abundant Unctiom of 
che Holy Ghoſt.” Which Eminency or Pri- 
viledge is to be conlider'd as bal and move 
able, and the Renicval of it ag & great Pl 
ment. Our Saviout's Thredttiing thetefore 
to the Church in EyHESUS th remove her 
Candleftick out of bis Place, mut imply his 
Reſolution to take away, though” not the v 


# 


- 


Being of the Church, yet het Dighity ot 
Wil Being, to leſſen het Eſteem im the World, 
to deſtroy her flobriſhing and proſperous 
State, and to tranſlate the Glory of it to ſome 
other Church. Accotdingly we find, that 
not long aftet the Expiration of this-f#f" Pa 
710d of Chriſtianity, all the Epbeſne Chur- 
ches, even Rome itſelf, were really) Eclipſed 
or Ouiſdone by that famous new Church ere- 
Red upon the Ruins of Paganiſin and the 
Converſion of Conflantine, at "Byzantium: 


q <= ) 
call d afterwards i in Honour of him Coglan. 


— F 5. . this thou baſt, that 
3 thou bateſt the Deeds of the M- 
"2... - Colaitans, which I alfa iſo bate. — 
The Nicolaitans were a peſtilent and im- 
ure ſort of Hereticks, that from a miſtaken 
reſſion of Nicelas, One of the ſeven Dea- 
cons, took occaſion to run into all manner of 
Lewdneſs and. Debauchery, and allow'd of 
the moſt impudent and ſcandalous Actions 
imaginable, This Hereſy we may reckon 
to have ſpread out into rwo great Branches, 
viz. the Gnoſticks and Adamites; the former 
of . which Sects 1 take zo be chiefly meant 
in this Place, being very numerous, and held 
in the utmoſt Abomination by the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, and who ſtill retaining the Name of 
Chriſtians, notwithſtanding they lived in per- 
fect Contradiction to it, gave Occaſion to the 
Heathens to refle&t upon the Faithful tbem. 
ſetves, as guilty of thoſe ntl Crimes in th eir 
ſecret Allemblies, which they were known 
to deteſt and n with the utmoſt ſeye⸗ 


| rity. * 
7 * 8 V. 5. nan, 
Ee bt him hear what the Spirit 
| faith unto the Churches, — — 
Here the Third Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity 
is expreſsly mention d as concern d in the Re- 
 _ welation; the Father, and the Son are men- 
1 * d before, the Father who gave this Re- 


velation 


(25) 
Vielation to Jeſus Chriſt, as Man or Mediator; 
Cbriſt himſelf, who ſent his Angel to notify 
theſe Things. to the Churches by his Servant 
John, and the Holy Ghoſt who inſpired the 
Apoſtle, or aided him in recollecting and pen- 
ning down what was deliver'd to him by the 
Meſſage of an Angel. So that here is a Con- 
currence of all the awful Solemaity of Per- 
ſons that can be expected or required to en- 
gage and command our Attention; the Fa- 
tber, who vouchſafed to make the wonder- 
ful Diſcovery of theſe Myſterious Secrets and 
future Events, that had been hid from Ages 
and from Generations ; the Son, who com- 
municated the ſame to St. Jam; the Hoy 
Ghoſt, who enabled the Apoſtle to tranſmit 
the ſame to preſent and future Generations; 
the Hngel, that brought and deliver d the 
Meſſages to him; and the Apoſtle himſelf: 
the favourite and beloved Diſciple of Fe/us, 
who was the Penman and Publiſher of theſe 
Meſſages to the World. Either of which 
Great Perſonages (and much more All toge - 
ther) ĩs, ſurely, abundantly ſufficient to rouze 
our Zeal, to awaken our Attention, and to 
make Us hear what the Lord God has to 
ſay concerning the Churches. And every 
Church is required to hear what the Spirit 
ſays to all the Reſt, either for Example or 
for Warning; for Inſtruction or Admonition. 
And, laſtly, that Nothing might be wanting 
to encourage and enforce our Attention, a 
9 MY particular 


( 26) 
particular Bleſſing i is pronounced in the firſt 
apter upon him hve readeth, and 
them that hear the Words of thts Prophecy. 

"Be range, © Ibid. To him that buer- 
| cometh will I give fo eat of the 
Tree of Life, wwhich is in the midſt of the Pa- 
"oy of God'—— This Promiſe has 

e firſt State of Man in the Time of his 
3 and therefore is moſt properly 
plied to the fir Chriſtian Church, that had 
3 moſt perfectly recover d the Image of God 
which was loſt, and train d up Perſons of the 
greateſt Innncrnce fince the 
and the greateſt Number cher hs 
World ever beheld at one Time. And there- 
fore the Priviledge which was freely 
to Adam, but never enjoy d by Him, is here 
renew d and ratified to the Ephe Je Church, 
of eating & the Tree of Liy 805 is inthe 
ml 797 4. Paradiſe of God. In general I 
_ here Remark, that all the Promiles to 
Churches, as are peculiarly ſui 
and adapted to ary Sod according to 
their different Works, or according to the 


Difference of Times, States, and Probations, 


_ © have they all Reſpect to ſome Rights or 
Privileges to be en 


joy d before the final Judg- 
ment, or our perfect Conſummation and 


Bliſs in Heaven. Thus here Paradiſe is pro- 
miſed to the 2 befine Chriſtians, as it was to 
the Penitent Now whatever we arte 


preciſely to underſtand by Paradiſe, chere is 


no 


GS * 
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no Doubt to be made, but there-are different 
Degrees of Honour and Happineſs in the Pa- 
radiſaical State, as there will be in the Hea- 
ven. The Tree of Life poſſeſſes the Higheſt 

Poſt of Honour, placed in the mid/t of 
the Paradi of | God, as the Throne of” God 1s 
inthe midft of Heaven : And therefore to cat 
of te Treo e muſt be the Higbeſt Pri- 
State. And this Privilege, 

ds it be, muſt be greater to the Pri- 

mitive Chriſtians, than it can be to choſe that 
follow, as they enter d ſooner. and were to 
continue longer in a ſtate of Separation, even 
do the Time of che firſt Reſurrection. And 
That which gives them a Title to the firf 

Rank, in the Region of Parudiſe, will, by 
Parity of Reaſon, entide them to the ſame 
in the e e Q 
on pee. er * 4c 


4 ofition Chriles wht 1 the 
ene cats hte 


"2 


V. 8:7 A 


=p Wt ND. 0 the TY | 
AH . | 7 | "_ 
ing of the Word , 10 2201 "of © the: Charch 4 
_— e n ok write. 


na ſigniſies any Thing 
pleaſing or grate ful Smell; which addy 
 Cuirs the Character of che Chriſtians within 
ue Second Periad: when the Blood of the 

| E2 Martyrs 


| 
| 
| 


+40 ag — — 32 
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| oo PROT and well. pleaſing unto God. N 
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"Martyrs that was ſhed on every fide, b 
(in a higher Senſe than St. Paul intended the 


Expreſſion) an Odour of a fiveet ſmell, + wh 


* The ra of the 'Smyr 

Pei nean Church I take to be the 
ſame as the ra of the Mar- 
re. -tyrs, which commenced with 
55 8 ani laſt you Perſecution, cal- 
the '.Dzocle thoug n, executed, 
and carried . the — expreſs | 
Orders of that bitter Enemy of the Chriſti- 


ans (in Conjuction with his Colleague Maxi- 


min) Galerius. And this continued for the 
Space of Ten Years and near four Months 
or till the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtiani- 

by Humane Laws in the Days of Con 
e the Great ; which put an Rnd ar once 


to the Perſecution of the Chriſtians, and to 


that ſecand State of Cbriſtianity which is here 


denoted by the Church in Smyrna. 
Nor can we wonder, that Chrif ſhovld 


ſo remarkably. diſtinguiſh this ſhort ſpace of 


Time, as to make it ſtand for the Period of 


a whole Church, or for the Seventh Part of 


his Catbolicł Church ppon Earth, if we on- 


ly confider the Multitude of Martyrs i in thoſe 


Days, which exceeded in Number all that 
any Age or Part of the Church had ever ſeen 
before or fince. There never was 
in the whole World, ſo terrible, fo long, and 


o dale a ä as this Was. It 


began 


* 


(29) 

began at the very firſt with the Slaughter of 

Seventeen thouſand Men within thirty Days. 
In Egypt only were ſlain One hundred 
and four Thouſand; (the Number of the Seal- 
ed) and ſeven hundred Thouſand exiled. By 
this may be gueſs d what was done in other 
Places. This made Sulpitius Severus ery 
out, that almoſt the whole World was dy'd red 
with the Blood of the Martyrs. To prepare 
the Chriſtians of thoſe Days for this bloody 
Conflict and fiery. Tryal, our Saviour in this 
ſhort Epiſtle urg — moſt proper and for- 

cible — — could be — uſe of for 
their Support and Encouragement, as may be 
ſeen, firſt, in the Title he here gives himlelf, 
and 24h), in * TIO he gives the Smyr. 


a" 3 
Wich T he 6 things aith the 

ere, ni. n iff and brat Laf, a 4 Was 
dead, dndiciatod 366 befe things aith the Fir} 
| and the Laſt; q. d. I was with the firſt Ch 
and:wvill be Gh the daft Wms 
with all that come between them, and there - 
fore will not leave hee, nor forſake thee; Jam 
the Almighty, I change not; therefore ye Faich- 
fol in the Church of 8M VRN A hall not be 
conſumed. For I am preſent with you to 
ſtand by You, and to ſuccour Voù, to lift 
up the Hands that hang down; and to 


1 ber the feeble Knees, that ye faint not in jhis 


Warfare. Only be ſtrong and quit you 
oe like Men; and 1 will be your God and 


(30) | 
your Guide unto Death. For your farther 
* Encouragement „ that I am He 
1 Look unto me 
the Great Martyr of the Church, who lo- 
ved you, and gave Myſelf for you: Look un- 
to me the Author and Finiſher of your Faith, 
who, for the "Foy that was ſet before me be- 14 
came obedient unto Death, even the Death of | 
the Croſs; and Behold T am alive for evermore, 
end have the Keys of Hell and of Death, and 
ſo Power over theſe to open and ſbut; and 
there ſore can reſtore You to Life again, yea, 
to an infinitely better Life than you now en- 
Err ; of which I have given you a ſufficient 
| Sq e in ' having rad 
* 9. T knew thy en 
ar: Tribulation, and Poverty, (but | 
Philadelphia: are the only Churches that are 
commended without any Rebuke. The 
nean Chriſtians (of whom the World was not 
warthy) ſtruggled a long Time under the 
greateſt Hardſhips and O and en- 
dured the ſharpeſt and moſt grievous Per- 
ſecutions both from Jews and Heathens. In 
the midſt of theſe great Trials, they were as 
e ahve rein as fa. yet 
many: rich, as having nothing, and 
Tor poſe ing ab ngs. The Account we have 
from :Hiſtory: of oe incomparable Pa- 


— —_— 


1 
eſt Chearfulneſs they underwent the moſt 
cruel Kinds of Death that the Wit and Ma- 
lice of their Enemies could invent. They 
even thirſted after Martyrdom, and courted 
4 Racks and the Flames. In the Sight of 
Umoiſe they ſeem d to periſh, but in 
bt of the Lord their Death was precious; 
for God proved them, and found them worthy 
Joer humſelf. As Gold in the Furnace be tried 
them, and receiv'd them as a Burnt-Ofering. 
But there was ſome Broß mird with che 
Gold, and among theſe glorious Martyrs 
were found ſome Revolters; which might, 
in Part, occaſion the following Cenſure. 
Ibid. I know the Blaſphemy of them which 
fay they are Jews, and are not, but are the 
Synagogue of Satan —— which may either 
relate to who were call'd Tradzitores, - 
i. e. ſuch as had delivered up the Bibles and 
conſecrated Veſſels belonging to the Church, 
and fall'n away in that Day of Trial (about 
which, One or Two Counils were held) for 
there muſt be Perſecutions ſometimes, as well 
as Herefies, that they who are approv'd may be 
made manifeſt. Or elſe this may refer only 
to the Jews, whom — word Synagogue ſeems _ 
to point out, and who at this Time 
_ themſelves indeed not to be the true People 
God, but the Synagogue of Satan. For 
not only inſtigated, but join d with the Hea- | 
chens! in this dreadful a arr _— 


( { 32 ) 

ry Fires: that were to burn the Chriſtians, 
And it might be neceſſary to remind and 
warn the Smyrneans of this, leaſt ſeeing the 
 Fews favour d by the Raman Emperors, and 
themſelves under Perſecution, they might be 
tempted to fall away: But when our Saviour 
aſſures them that theſe Fews, notwithſtand- 
ing their Countenance from the Govern- 
ment and their preſent Proſperity, were no 
better than Blaſphemers, and te Synagogue 
of Satan, this was ſufficient Encouragement 
to the Chriſtians to deſpiſe alike their Inſults 
and Temptations. f 5 
V. 10. Fear none f thoſe things 
2 Erben *.. wbich thou ſhalt . 
+ the. Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you 
mo Priſon, that ye may be tried; and ye ſhall 
have Tribulation Ten Days. In theſe 
and the foregoing Words it is very obſerva- 
ble, that our Saviour ſays every thing that 
may hearten, and avoids ſaying any thing 
that may diſhearten the Chriſtians under their 
Trial. He tells them of Sufferings, Impri- 
ſonment, and Tribulation; but not a Word di- 
realy. of Death. He ſpeaks of ſime, but 
takes no Notice of the vait Mzultitudes, that 
were to ſuffer. So tenderly does he deal with 
them, and ſo wiſely conſult their natural 
BD. For all Temporal Calamity a 

much bigger in the Expectation, chan 
in che Event ;. — were we always to know 


 beforehandyche full Time and Meaſure of 


= © 
our Suffering, we ſhould be apt to ſtagger at 
the very Proſpect of it, and ſo be leſs able to 
bear it. Tis therefore a common, though. 
not the conſtant Method of Providence, to 
lead Men inſenſibly, as it were, into Trouble; 
and by the Endurance of One or more light 
Afflictions, to prepare and fortify them for 
greater. Our Saviour likewiſe here directs 
the Smyrneaon Chriſtians to conſider the ir 
Grand Enemy the Devil, as the fr/t Mover 
and principal Agent in all the Perſecutions 
of the Church; which might be a means to 
cool and: ſuppreſs their Reſentments parked. 
the immediate Inſtruments of their Sufferings 
and Execution. Once more, He fore warns 
them of a Ten Days Tribulation, but leaves 
them to underſtand it either of common ot 
F Days: Though we that know the 
Eyent, n TEN theſe Days to no 
other Period of Time, than that of the 
Diocleſian Perſecution, with which, in every 
Reſpect and Circumſtance, they ſo end | 
... Laſtly, though he does not thi 
i to 58 805 them with the very worſt 
that ſhould happen, he exhorts them how- 
ever to provide againſt the Worſt, 
bi ik Ibid. Be thou 3 unto 
2 4444. Death, and I will: give thee a 
Crown of Life : with which ws may conſider 
that other Motive in the next Verſe—— 
Hie that overcometh ſhall not be hurt of the Second 
Death: which Our OT adds, that by 
„ | hp tw O 


* 


(&) 


tb irony Bank vi Cords. he might tie then 
faſt to their Duty. The Conflict was great, 
and the Trial hazardous, and their Caſe 
required the moſt forceible Incentives to Faith- 
fulneſs and Perſeverance: And he provides 
for them accordin ly. By the former Motive 
— animares their Courage, and enlivens their 
z offers them a Crown, but not One 
tel, or of Gold, but a Crown of Life, 
7 5 — 0 Leden which the Lord the 
has prepar'd for all his faich- 
11 8071 ald d at fohe the good Fight of Faith, 
and are willing to lay down their Lives for 
his Sake. For from the Lord's Hand ſhall 
they receive 4 Beautiful Crown, which will 
as eminently diſtinguiſh che Martyrs from 
other Chriſtians in the next World, as they 
ate diſtinguiſh'd by their Sufferings in this. 
But leaſt the Promiſe of future Life ſhould 
not be ſufficient alone to overcome the Fear 
of preſent Death, he farcher endeavours to 
drive away this Fear from them, by an Ob- 
ect of greater Terror. He that overromith 
n hurt of the ſecond Dearb. 
ff Death is the Death of the 
"Second is the Death of pI 
"the Fire that never ſhall 
hat would a Man not FS 
this greateſt Eu ? This . 3 5 
Saviour plainly intimates, is attainable even 
here. "Fs a prefent Reward beſtow'd — 
5 * 


(35) 

4 xx the M before and at 
ſian 500 their mu Other Chri- 

{age the World te 

ae ur good Aſſurance of flecr 

g from the Nach ene come, and elcaping the 

rs Death. Burt none but the Martyrs s Can 

(without an immediate Revelation) be in- 

Jalliby ſure of it: But tis their Priviledge and 

Prerogative to know for certain, that they 

ſhall not be hurt of the Second Death. As 

ſurely. as they lay down their Lives for 

Chris fake, 12 ſurely ſhall they eſcape the 

22 Death. He that overcometh, he that 
ſuffereth Martyrdom, al not be hurt of 

| the ſecond Death, Which is the higheſt En- 
component that can poſſibly be given to 
wnto Blood, and to be faithful wnto 

h;ef, yif it be confider'd withal, that 

E necel and unayoltable Conſequence 

of this, is the ſure and certain Attainment of 


Eternal Life. 

| V, 11, He that hath an Ear, 

ca- 2 let him hear what the Spirit 

fe aith unto the Churches. —— 

All and every Chriſtian in the World are 

deep Wen in the Contents of theſe 

Epiſtles, and repeatedly required to E dili- 

Attention to the Inſtructions, 

tions, Promiſes, and Threatnings of All in 

4 — and of Each One in particular, as 
tters of the po reg? Moment and ] m pay 


S 


enending u 


9 


xhorta- 


= Li Chriſtianity. 
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tion of one and the fame Warning under 
each Epiſtle, imports the great Backward- 


neſs of © Chriſtians to hear and conſidet 


theſe things, and their Negligence and 
== to * a 83 — l of 
em. 
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FE do Be H A p. IV. E 10 
2 n of Chriſt's Epiſtle to the C burch 


n PERGAMUS.. 29% 


% V. 12. AND to the Angel 
. 
Church or State PyRGAMUS write. — T Per- 
gamus ſignifies a Tower upon 
a Hill, lofty and conſpicuous, that com- 
mands all around and may be ſeen afar off: 


And ſo fitly and Symbolically repreſents the 


Church in — Eminent and Flouriſbing State; 
which was the real Condition of the Church 
after the Converſion of Conſtantine to the 


Chriſtian Faith; and to which may very 


congruouſly be applied that Prophecy of 


Tfarah——— And it ſhall come ta paſs in the laſt 


s, that the Mquntains of the Lord's Houſe 


ſhall be eflabliſ'd in the Top of the Mountains, 
and. ſhall be exalted above 72 lk, and all Nar 


ian ſhall flow umto it. For here likewiſe is a 
Mountain upon a Mountain, a glorious Church ; 


erpeded upon wy flouriſhing State — he 


5 3 
Empire, and Chriſtianity eſtabliſtrd by the 
Higheſt Civil Power then in Being. It had 
by Bone through Fire and Water, and climb'd 

\ up Rocks and Precipices; but now, by the 
bountiful Favour of Heaven, and miraculous 
Interpoſition of Providence it happily gain'd 
the Aſcendant, and was ſoon ſettled upor 
fo firm a Bafis, that the Gates of Hell have 
not yet been able to overthrow it, or pre- 
vail againſt it. It has floyriſh'd more or lels 
ever ſince under the Protection of Chriſtian 
Princes. Kings have been its Nur /ing-fathers 
and Qeens its Nur ſing- Mot bern. : 
ps is og But Thar Stare of Chriſtianity 
Ebi, S. Which relates to, or is denoted 

by, Pergamus, I ſuppoſe to 
Have continued no longer than the Fall of 
the Weſtern Empire in the Perfon of Auga- 
Aulus A. D. 476; this Church, as it roſe, ſo 
declining all along with the State, till it 
came to its full Period, in the Loſs of one 
Half of the Empire, and Declenſion of 


„ „„ bid. Theſe things ſaith He 
Ont who hath the. ſhary. twe-edged 

Sword, —— This farther confirms what 1 
obſerv'd above, and plainly ſhews that the 
State of the Church repreſenzed by Pergamut. 
belongs to that Period of Time I have aſſigu d 
for it, and to that only. For then and nat 
before, was there an Union and Conjun@ion,af 
the /afred and Civil Powers, of which the 
2 V 
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EZ 
£ 
E- 
: 

. 


pily fituated, even where Satan's Seat or 


(38) 


rþ 16d - Sword is a v per and 
| 5 blem, as e, e e 
GC. 


in his Regal and Sacerdotal Capacity, 
and now ff lodging theſe two Powers in 
his Church. this he mentions with 2 


Deſign that the Church ſhould take particu- 


lr Notice of it, and not neglect to make 


Uſe of the awful Authority entruſted with 


Her, and hear neither the Sword, nor the 


p | „ (© f. or. 

TITS: IT: thou duwelleſt, even 
| where Satan's Seat is. Qur 
Saviour here ſhews that he is not unrighteous 
to forget the Works of his faithful Servants, 
and their Labour of Love ; fince he takes 


particular Notice of, and therefore ſeems 


willing to make Allowances for, the Diſad- 

vantages of their Condition. He tells the 

Church in Pergamus, that he knows their 
eſent moſt unhap- 


Dwelling to be for the pr 


one it; that is, at Byzantium, an Hea- 
then City, over-run with Pagan Idalatry, and 


Conſequently a chief Place of Reſidence for 


Satan and his Worſhipers ; where we do not 
find that Chriſtianity was ever planted before. 
To this City, when New-buile, Conftantine 
by degrees tranſlated the Glory of Old Rome; 
which, after his fignal Victories over all his 
Enemies, and peaceful Settlement in the 
Throne, became the Seat of true Religion 


* 


3 


* 
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as well as the Seat of che Empire; and 
where we have the juſteſt 8 to fix 
the Third Golden Candleſtick. © 
- Tbid. Aud thou bolde 1 faſt my Name, m 
haſt not denied my Faith, even » thoſe 3 
wherein eu u Was my faith Martyr, who 
was ſlain among You, where Satan dwelleth. — 
2281 Sentence or Expreſſion here is highly 
Obſervation. And thou boldeft fa 255 
S i. e. My Aatient as 
New Name, my Nahe from co wal 
| 10 n of 1 80 3 is, thou maintain- 
eſt the Truth of my Divinity againſt all 
poſers; - and in the moſt Auchentick 1 47 
and in the moſt numerous and ſblemn Af. 
ſembly of the Angels of the ſeveral Chur- 
ches, even at the General Council of Nicr, 
haſt ſettled and eſtabliſh'd the true Profeſſion 
0g Recognition of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
given a Publick Symbol of thy Faith 
(ith regard mote lacly to what re- 
to my Divine ature) as the Ground 
or Standard of Orthodoxy to all future Ge- 
nerations. ud haft not denied my Faith, even 
in thoſe Days, wherein Auri pus was" my faith- | 
ful Martyr; i. e. Norwichſtandin e 
rent of the Times a 'rhee, fill per- 
_ ſiſted in the Profeſſion and Vindication of 
the True Faith, even in the Reigns of forme 
of the Arian Em rors, when the Hereticks 


were Highly in Favour, and the Orthodax 
under Ferſecution; nay, even chen tov, when 
| | | Arianiſm 


A 3 
Ariani/m was come to its higheſt Pitch, and 
ſeem d to carry all before it, even in the Days 
wherem Antipas. was my. faithful Martyr, 
This I take to be not a proper, bur à ficti- 
nous or ical Name, to denote ſome emi- 
nent Perſon that, in ſome ſenſe, may be faid 
to have ſtood fingle or lone, in the midſt 
_ of an univerſal Corruption, a Perſon that 
_ every One was againſt, and he againſt every 
One, as the Word fignifies: which was truly | 
the Caſe of the Great Lhanafius ; of whom 
it was at laſt Proverbially ſaid, that A the 
VVV 
againſt all the Warld. This undoubtedly is the 
Antipas here pointed at, and deſcrib d by our 
Saviour, who: as ain_among Nau, where Sa- 
the former Aſſertion? No, by no Means. As 
St. Jon hiraſelf was ever reckon'd by the 
Church in the Number of Martyrs, though 
be was miraculouſly deliver d from the boil- 
ing Caldren of Oyl- into which he was 
thrown, andafterwards dicd a-natural Death : 
So may the Great Arhang/us, be juſtly ſtyled 
a faithful Martyr, if we only conſider that 
be expoſed himſelf ta a thouſand Deaths for 
the ſake of Truth, and in Defence of his 
Saviour ; that the falſeſt and blackeſt Ac- 
cuſations that the Malice of Men or Devils 
could invent, were brought againſt him; 
that he was charg d even with downright 
Murder, in order to be murder d himſelf: 


But 


_ 
ES; 5 R 


Poe habe <opkuaded his Adyerſagiea, in 
their Face, by produc e very Perſon h 
Was Garth the M ap | a 
anſwer d their Accuſations, and eſcaped their 
Malice, are Particulars too long to be inſiſted 
on in thus Place, and which none of the Lear 
ned are unacquainted with. Tis ſufficient tomy 
8 oſe to obſorve, chat the Perſecuto 
this faithful and couragious „ 71 
have here a particular Mark of Infamy ſer up- 
on them by our Lord, viz. that though the 
Pagan Idalatry was now put doum and abo- 


liſhed, yer, by Reaſon of the great Prevalence, 


of the Arian Hereſy, the faithful Chriſtians 
are ſaid to live ſtill where Satan dwelleth ;; a 
plain and ſtrong Intimation, that Arianym 
is as much a Satanical Deluſion, as even. Fa 
Saur itſelf. It is farther obſervable from 


ao . 


in PERGAMuUs, during cheſe Days of Cox: 


ruption, that by the Church we are all along 


to underſtand the Be and... P uref Part 
the Church for the Time being; not any 
Corrupc, or Heretical Part, how large, ex 
tenſive, or prevailing ſoever ſon à Time, wit 
which h. True Church of Chriſt, & 0, far 


ther concern'd, than as aberring, ar. 


or conniving at the ſame, when in her Power 


$K nd r ie ad . N 5 ; 
25 N d accordingly 7 * * 11824 
e e V. 14 18, ; But L.: = fd 
offs no! ee e "I 


. 
Fonte 


urder of; how he 


e Commendation here given to the Church 8 


(42) 


thou baft thert them that told the Dittrint of 
Bulaam, "who taught Balar to caft a ſtumibling- 
block before the" Children of 1fael, to eat things 
Sacrificed. to-Tdols, and to commit Fornication. 
So baft thou 24 them that hold the Doctrine 
The Nicolaitans, which thing T hate. —— 
© Ground and Octafion of this Com- 
aint of dur Saviour T take to be this — 
en Chriſtianity was newly eſtabliſhed, 
and Pagumſmn but juft upon the Decline, 
too many weak Chin were perſuade 
dy che Allpretnents of ſome ſuch Counſellors 
a Balnam who taught Balu to 990 a HW. 
Feng Bel before the Children of Iſrael, wo Pat- 
take' ofthe Szcrifices made at the Idol-Tem- 
ples, and other «Heathen Rites ; which Pra- 
ice was not then vigorouſly reſtrain, of 
{o'duly cenfured, "as ſt ought, to have been. 
The Cin Emperors, who Had the Power 
{= their DS ol not urn E. 
All at once, but on ees. Though 
Tome of chem order d = Temples to be hut 
up, 1 caus d or. ſuffer'd them 
and Tdolatry to be practiſed 
Fate All of Iran privately. W 
dpe open Allowance or Connivance of eirs dren 
Many into finful Complia | 
commit Fornication 912 other bers welke 
Tonimionly Now'd"of ind practiſed by che 
Heathen. To which may be added, that 
he agen Marks of Favour and Ho- 
Which nd cbnfer d upon the 


69 

Governors of the Church, EEO PETR 
_ ſoften. and corrupt that Holy Severity, thay 
had ſo long flouridh'd amongſt chem; ſo chat 
at this Time the Piſipline ot the Church 
_ Was: very much relaxed, in Return, as it were; 
ba. — — Endaymens.:mentyd. from 
Aae, Kerr. 


ft 93 19711 10 3 


Steard: of 1 26 Repentance 
here. required ef che. Angel, af be Church 
in PaRGAMUS, and of thoſe under hit 
Care, was to put a ſtop to the Impleties and 
Enormities before complain d of ( ſuhſiſting 
chiefly in the Beginning of chis Period) — 
to revive the antient Diſeipline. Otherwiſo 
Chriſt chreatens to viſit the Ariggl: ſpeedis 
ly, and to puniſh the Delinquents ich tha 
Sword of his Mouth: which) we may ra 
* ſuppoſe to have heen effectually done 
the famous Council of Nice, "in which 
the Civil and Spirimal Powers were happily 
united; and in Which Nate Wc en 


LF 
1 he him bear what the Si. 
„ e falthantathe Churches. . 
; Th — to be two Reaſons, why. in Ever 


dle we are cammanded to hear what 
e the 


* * 4 ku A 
N 2 22 _ — — — 


* . 
# i 3 k - vs 
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1 T e th 
I. OR 


to One, is ſpoken to All, and what 


_—_ 
che Spirit ſaith not to ht or that 
Church only, but to the Churches in GR 
The firſt is, that Each Church is taken Co/- 
lectively, 15 denote all the ſeveral Chriſtian 
Churches withit ſuch à Period of Time, ot 
State of Chriſtianity; ſo chat what is ſpoken 


to One, belongs to fo All. The Second, is, 
that all the Succeeding Churches to the Ead 
of the World, are ſome or other con- 
cern'd in What is written to: each Chureh 
op chat che Spirit, in ſpeaking to the Preſe! 
ein a manner, to all that are to Tol 


low. Thus in particular what is here writ⸗ 


ten to the Church in PERGAM Us, has a 


manifeſt Relation to the State and Condition 
of all che Churches that have been ſince, or 


ever ſhall be in the Word. He thetefore 
that bath un Rar, let bin hear what the Spirit 


faith uno the Churches. OY tl 10 bio | 
ee blot; ee 
onthe le: cometh will Tgive ts dt , the 


bidden' Mamma, and will give him à white 
Brome,- and in the Stone 4 new Name written 
which uo Man knoweth ſaving be that reteiveth 
. The Reward here promiſed cor 
of two Parts, one ent, and the other 


future. The preſe Reward ta him that 


overcometh, or that fights the good Fight of 
Faith, and (as the Stare of this Period par- 
ticularly requires) maintains the Truth of 
br, Diomity, is is to ear Lg the biddem Man- 

LEY 


* * 


tis) 
#4; [which ingeneral may bethusexplain'd; 
char as the outward Manna' was 'rain'd down 
upon the I Ifraclites in the Wilderneſs, and 
| they kh into. the land of Cana to 


foſtain & them under, and t ſupply che Want 


of other Food: ſo Chrift will rain down on 
the Soul of him that overcometh (though out- 
wardly oppreſs d) inward Toy and Comfort, 
ſuſtain him under his Sufferings and 
His Abode here on Earth. But wherein this 
Trward Foy and Comfort does preciſely _ 
Ne Expoſitor" chat I know of bas 
e wh in. 5 hall therefore thew 


the Scene the Cale. 0 he el 9 
of pai of the Baden Mumma muſt imp 
or denote 2 full and comfortable Aſſuran 

ic fe Certaihty "of berg 5 
Trith in profeſſing auh 2 1 
Poctrine of C= Divinity; in 15 equi 
— ot rather ſuperiot to all che Ac 
N and Applauſes of the Wor 
even as Manna was 25 to, if not exceed 


appy as to haye had the Experience 
— 75 knoy that there can't well be à greate 
Comfort or Encouragement, than to be 46. 


Folutely ſure of a Truth (and that too One of 


the higheſt Importance) that is every where 
Jpoken againſt, that is almoſt univerſally op- 
e ee and condemned, as 
0 Was 


1 all other Food. And hoo has been | 


Th 


5 (46) | 
mane enemy 


Sure I am that our Saviour th 

* "get Com ay 
proumaced e Bleed for "akin 
| tp Fable 8 WES x 

| Grid th mo} e 5 pl 
| 07,08 . "Ti ad he 
7221 it in Heaven. It will perhaps be Ob- 
L e Fare e I, as 


1 N 
1 10 the Man of . 
Y 1s. content to. think, by. Himſelf, and 
A not 2% ro, impoſe his ee up 
1235 according ta That of St. 
e 
; 
that ſweet ſerenity, ef MAIS: We; — 
vers TO 4 12 1 ade Z 
of the hidden, Manna in 2. EAT — 


how " ſpeakable 


future Reward-is repreſented by a white Stone 
and a New Name written on that Stone 
no Man hut but be that receives it; — 


is ſpoken in Alluſion to the common _ | 


among the Nomam, in which the 

we 4 Ticket to the Victor, to — 

2 * that belong d to them; the Value 
or Quality whereof, her with their 
Names, was written e 0 Ticket. 
But what the Ticket or New Name of the 
Chriſtian Conquerors particularly ſignifies, I 
ſhall not preſume to explain or 
fince tis here expreſsly declar'd chat Ne Gur 
| Knows it Put * — enen, 


VP 
* 94 * 4 * Ez . * 
i, 4-5 8 


. EY Reyes — ane 

*C Wa. v. * I: 8 

45 rue of Chriſt's Ear ts te Chre 
5 e d 


e 


22 . v. 18. A unto the 
rt LO 2 Angel of the 
Ws.” i BR A 0 write. 
e according to the Ery- 


of the Word, ; imports xk 
which is the antient Name to denote 


ek Religious Worchip, whether pure 
or crruft. Here I ſuppoſe it ſtands for both; 
che — belonging to this Church ſo far w> 


= : 
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the. firſt Part of her Character reaches in 
which ſhe receives Commendation. from 
ä Chrift, and the latter for all the remaining 
Fart, in which ſhe ſtands reproved and con- 


demned, as ſuffering Innovations in the an- 

dent Faith and Worſhip, or as adding che 
| Inventions of Men to the pure Worſhip of 
God, which brought upon her the Guilt both 
of Sacrilege and — 1 as we ſhall. 


when we come to conſider the Riſe and Pro- 


of P e -67-hre: 
e y ; 


ae. ae, n 
the Downfal of the Wefern 


all Period — the Time of the Dark 
tee, that is, in the Middle of the Ninth or Be- 
ginning of the | Tenth | y; when Su- 


Fic 


ae e 
like unto 4 An 0 Fire, and his Feet 25 
110 Braſs. 

0 9 7 8 with whom they 
bad to do, and to whom they muſt give an 
Account; even to the true and proper Son 9, 
God, of the fame Nature and Subſtance wit! 
the Father; ; and therefore that they ſhould 
be careful both in the outward At of wor- 
oy and the Inward Herten af the Heart, 


d each other... G 


_ Accordingly we may Fg h 


| bag ire AD. 476; and reckon that it came to 


ition and Ignorance met roger and 


"Ibid. - Digs tones nh the 


y this Title our Saviour 


j 


\ 


| 


j 


l 


\ 


end) 


dy the Soundneſs of their Faith, and the Pu- 
rity of their Lives, to acknowledge | his real 
and eſſential Divinity; who is of purer Eyes. 
than to behold Evil with the leaſt Approba- 
tion, and yet of ſuch piercing Eyes too, even 
Eyes like unto a Flame of Fire, that he can- 
not but behold ir, and will ſeverely puniſh 
it; being able, by his Divine Omniſcience, 
to penetrate into all the inmoſt Receſſes of 
the Soul, and to bring to open Light all the 
ſubtle Diſpuiſes, and all the firſt Springs of 
Hereſy and Superſtition; and, without being 
unalterably derermin'd to ſtand by the ever- 
laſting Gojpel he has caus d to be publiſh'd to 
the World, without any Additions 'to it, or 
Diminutions from it; which he ſufficiently 
intimates by ſaying that his Feet are lile unio 
fine Braſs, this Expreſſion denoting both the 
Firmneſs and fre of his Purpoſes, end his 
Strength roaccompliſh them. And therefore 
it highly concern 4 1 Church in Thyatire 
to fand in tbe ways and ſee, amd ant for 
the old Paths ; where is the good Way their 
Forefathers wall d in, that fon might walk 
in the fame, and find Reſt” for their Souls?” 
V. 19. I inow thy Werks, 


42 Commende- and C harity, and Service, and 


Failb, and t Patiencr, and 
ay el, aid the laft to be more than the 
nt. —— All the Particulars of this Commen- 
dation, except the laſt, principally relate to 
IN WET POR Stare of 'the'Church in 

* — 
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 Nhyatira, chat is, till A. D. 606, when 
the Tyrant Phocas made his Grant to Boni- 
Face III. Biſhop of Rome; whereby that Bi- 


ſhop was declar'd univerſal Bi and his 
Church the Head of all Churches, and he 
thereupon claim'd to himſelf that Supremacy, 
which he has ſince uſurp d over the Church 
of CE. And here the noted Area of Po- 
pery is commonly fix'd. Before this and for 

ſome Time after, the Thyatirian State of the 
Church was remarkable (as our Saviour here 
foretels) for Works of Piety, and Charity, 
and Faith, and Patience. The Chriſtians of 
thoſe Times were zealous, diligent, and afli- 
duous to plant Chriſtianity in diſtant Parts, 
to convert the Heathens and to confirm thoſe 
that were, newly converted. Inſtances of 
this might be given in Abundance ; but to 
mention only a few Particulars, c in 
rein to Ourſelves. Auſtin and other zea- 
ous Monks were ſent over by Gr Biſhop 
of Nome about A. D. 1 N 
Geſpel in England; and were the happy - 
ſtruments of. planting Chriſtianity here, and 
converting 915 Englifh-Saxens, —_ of etect- 
ing ſeveral Biſhopricks and Churches. Con- 
Rantine and Columba .preach'd the in 
Scotland. St. Patrick labour d 60 Years in 
converting the Natives of Ireland; and foun- 
_ ded no leſs than 365 Churches. 52 

an Exgliſs Prieſt, made a conſiderable P 1 
in converting che 1 1 of Bike 


1 , 2 


2 
- 9% ) i 
 _— A 
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| and orefted fever Churches and Monafts: 
ries: And in the Eighth Century, Chriſtianity 

was ſo well eſtablifſh'd in Exgland, and Reli- - 
gion was ſo deeply rooted” in the Hearts of 
en, that no leſs than three Kings in Eng- 
land, viz. Cenred, Offa, and Ina, quitted 
their Crowns, and berook themſelves to a 
Monaſtick Life, ſpending the Remainder of 
their Days in Acts of Self-denial, Charity, 
and Devotion. 5 0 Fo he 1 N 0 | 1 * 
Another Inſtance of the Piety and Charity 
of the Thyatirians, though already noted by 
the way, was the great Care and Expence 
they were at in building Churches, Hoſpi- 
tals, Monaſteries, Colleges, and other Religi- 
ous Houſes ; which Works our Saviour, would 
not commend them for, if they had not been 
acceptable in his Sight; which they moſt 
certainly are, ſo long as they are not abuſed 
to Superſtition. | Nay, he tells Us that their 
lafl Works were more than the fit; which is 
manifeſtly true of thoſe that embraced the 
Popiſh Errors in che middle and latter Parts 
of the Thyatirian State; none having been 
more zealous and forward, than the Papuſ/ts 
are known to have been all along, to erect 

and beautify Churches, and to uſe all Means 
and Methods of advancing Piety and Religion 
in their own way. And it muſt beacknow- 
ledgd, chat tis to their Zeal, Piety, and 
Liberality that we qwe many Colleges and 
Halls in our two famous Univerſities, and 

a E | H 2 moſt 


maoſt of the Churches hs now in —4 
Illand; and the Oldeſt of them perhaps: 

may find, upon Enquiry, to have been — 
ded within that Period of Time I call the 
TPyatirian. In ſhort, Thyatirg,. as the Word 
imports, and the State of Chriſtianity in thoſe 
Days plainly ſhews, is the true Repreſentative 
or Pattern of extwargd Holineſs, as Smyrna 
and. Epbeſus were of the inward. Thoſe 
were poor in the Eye of the World; but 
rich unto God: This, though not deſtitute 


neither of the inward Graces, was yet (as 


ſhe had Power) more intent upon what 1 
may call the Accommodations and Ornaments 
of Reliaion, and to the Power of Godlineſs 
added the Splendor of the World: This being 
the firſt Chriſtian Church or State of Chri- 
ſtianity, in which that N * opheſy 
ter is ol. ghorigus ——. her C tap is of. 
wrought Gall. Pergamus indeed began this 
laat bing of Religion, but was ſtopt in her 
Pelign, and rendred unmeet for the Attempt, 

y the Religious Broils and Controverſies that 
div ided and diſtracted. her. It was an Ho- 
nour and Privilege reſerv d for more peaceful 
Times in the Church, and particularly for 
the laborious. Church in THhyatira to car- 
ty on and finiſh the outward Building, and 
to he deckt at once with Spiritual Gifts and 
Temporal Grandeur. Both doubtleſs, 


* they can be 61 d hen are nee 


2 5). 
commendable and greatly defirable; * choygh- - 
it may be neceſſary to Caution the weaker 
Chriſtians, that the External Pomp do not 
draw off their Minds from the Better Part, 


and make . r bow Form,” and loſe 
on Subſtance. 


| v. p o. \Norwvidiftatdin 
he Real, babe a for things (or ſomew 6.7 
againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt that Woman. 
(or thy Wife) Jezabel, who calls herſelf 4 
Propbeteſ, to teach and to ſedure my Servants 
to commit Fornication, and to eat Hong: Sacri- 
ficed unto Idols. Fezabel, in the Figure, 
_ ftands for a Patroneſs' and Promoter of falſe 
and idolatrous Worſhip, and a Perſecutor of 
the true Worſhippers of God: And as ſuch, 
is an Eminent Type of the Woman that fits | 
upon many Waters,” even the Church of Rome, 
who alſo calls herſelf a Fropber ec, that is, 
inſpired, and lays claim to a Right which 
Cbriſ never promiſed her, to a Privilege too 
big indeed for ſinful Morrals, viz, to be the 
Infallible Judge of Controverſy and Supreme 
Head of the Catholick Church. Wy e- 
% Fexabel was a Heathen by Birth, of Si- 
doman Extraction, and when married to Aab, « 
introduced the Worſhi p of Baal the Idol- 


God of the Sidonians among the Children 

of Harl: The Cbriſtian Jezabel, of a Hea- 

theniſn Original too, has introduced the 

Pagan Idolatry into the Chriſtzan Worſhip; 

"7 n nothing elſe but — tram 
| JEN 
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farm'd, and put into a Chriſtian Dreſs. The 
old Fezabel flew as many of the Prophets of 
the Lord, as ſhe could lay her Hands upon, 
and would baye in Eljab wo, if God had 


had not wonderfully prefſerv'd him. And” tis 


_ owing to the ſame tender Care and Protection 
of Providence, that all the Proteſtant Paſtors 
bayve not been cut off by the new Fezabe!: 
who is here more — condemn d 
by Chriſt for teaching and ſaduring bis Ser- 
vants to commit Furnication, and 10 cat things 
Sacrificed unto Idols. This may be meant of 
carnal as well ee F 
_ this is tolerated, if not allow'd of in ſome 
_ Caſes by the Poprfs, and call'd a Yenial Sin: 
Though in thoſe early Days, in the Dawn- 
_ Ings of Popery, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
chat our Saviour's Rebuke regards principally, 
if nor ſolely, the IntroduRion or firſt ſetting 
up of Hpiritual Fornication in the Church: 
Which began to be not long after 
the Roman 7 was declared the Supreme 
and Univer wane: Bikes /hop by an Imperial Conſti- 
tution. The — of Sainis and Angels 
in both Parts of the Empire. crept in inſen- 
fibly; and then follow'd the W of 
Images, which being the Height of Folly 


and Idolatry, was the laſt ſettled. This 
Was done in the t by Pope John VII, who 
in the year Og ft up "a in the Churches, 
and ore! 


t they ſhould be worſhip'd ; 
which Jager was ſoon ſpread 


throughout 


S 


ts). 


throughout the Empire i in the Eaſt a well 

as Well, 

"I It may not be amiſs here to take Sent belle 
| Notice of the firſt Riſe and gradual Increaſe 

of this Image-worſhip in che Church. Ima- 

ges then ar firſt were deſigned to be no other 


than the Deſcriptions and Pictures of Virtuer; 


after that they came to beR eſentations of 


Perſons, but then only of Ci in his Hu- 


manity, or of the Saints, and theſe modeſtly 
confin'd to Hbuſes, or profane Places, and not 
ſuffer d in the Church. About 300 | 


ears after this they found Entrance (th 
Not without 10n) into ſome Churches, 
bur ſill only for an Hiſtorical Uſe, to 


_ r Tranſactions. Af- 
ter this, beſide the Hiſtorical Uſe to refreſh 
the Memory and inform the Un 
they acquired alſo a Rhetorical Uſe to ſtir 
Devotion: And Gregory the Great, 

he did not approve of wor/>bpping of t 
vet allow'd worſhipping before them. 158 
ping before them, in the ſecond Coun- 
cil of Nice pain'd them the Honour, th 
not of Adoration, yet of 1 * 


Veneration in the F uinas and others, 


came 10 be interpreted 4 uon. And this 
| Notion and Uſe of them cbt fer” inthe 


Church of Rome ever fince. Behold her 
how great a Matter a little Fire kindleth? An 
if we trace every other Hereſy in that Church 
= 2 or I OMAI 9 _ 
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it have ſprung Originally from ſome laudable, 
innocent, or A nn Viage in the Primi- 
tire Church, and paſſing through the corrupt 
Channels of ſucceeding Ages, came at laſt to 
aſſume that monſtrous Form it now bears. 
Or whatever may be faid of the Humane Un- 
dierſtanding in this Reſpect, we are ſure that 
the Divine Knowledge of our Saviour ena- 
bled him to trace all theſe Myſteries of Ini- 
uity ab Ovo, and to diſcover them in the 
tion and Birth. Accordingly he re- 
eſents himſelf in this Epiſtle as having Eyes 
ke unto a Flame of Fire, and as be that fearch- 
erh the Reins and the Heart; i. e. as he that 
could diſcern: the ſowing and firſt ſpringing 
of the Tares in his Church; and therefore 
foretels and gives Warning of them, and 
blames the faithful Biſhops and Paſtors of 
the Church in Thyatira for not duly re- 
garding the firſt Appearances, and not ſtop- 
| ping the Beginnings of theſe Corruptions; 
for Inſtance, for not vigorouſly eppokit _ . 

inſolent Pretenſions of the Church of Rome 
in claiming a Supremacy over all other Chur- 
ches, and for ſuffering her to ſeduce his faith- 
ful Servants by impoſing her Innovations in 
Doctrine and Worſhip upon them, eſpecially 
with regard to Spiritual Fornication or Ido- 
, a Thing ſo odious and provoking in 


hatry 
the Eyes of a Jealous\God.. + 

V. 21. And gave ber pace to repent of 
1 N ; * 


. 37) 
1 fp oken of Jezabel, or of the 


imply that Chriſt, in his own eternal Purpoſe, 
had fix d and appointed a certain Time of 
Patience and Forbearance, to wait the A- 
mendment and Reformation of this Idola- 
trous Church: which however he foreſaw 
they would abuſe, or neglect to improve. 
When this Time is paſt, her Judgment is 
come, and ſhe can no longer hope for Mer- 
Cy. She. has now continued, if we date the 
Era of Popery from A. D. 606,.1127 Years; 


and how much longer the Divine Forbear- 


ance will ſpare her, is a Secret known only 
to God. However, ſhe has Reaſon to be 


alarm'd at every freſh War that breaks ous ; 


and to think e in no little Danger. 
V. 22, 23. Bebold, I will 
oth unix. caft her _ a Bed, and them 
chit commit Adultery with her into great Tri- 
bulation, except they repent of their Deeds. And 
I will kill ber Children with Death, and all 
the Churches ſhall know that I am he 10hich 
 ſearcheth the Reins and Hearts: And I will 
ou unto every One of You according io your 
'orks. —— The Bed is a Symbol either of a 
State of Sleep or Inſenſibility, and ſo may de- 
note the Blindneſs and Infatuation of the 
Church of Rame, and her not knowing 
the Day of her Viſitation ; which therefore 
will be the more dreadful and ſurpriſing; for 


coming ſudden and unexpected: Or elſe of a 
| Stats: of great nn there being a _ 


| corrupt Church 
— by her; and the Words ſeem to 
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(53) 
of Sickneſs as well as of Eaſe. To be ca 
into this Bed, imports it to be ſuch a State as 
Men would not chuſe; and it muſt be a great 
vation of Grief to be tormented in 
that where Men ſeek Reſt. The Caſe of the 
Romamſis, when God viſits them, will be 
ſomerhing like that mention d by the Pſal - 
miſt, the Things that ſhould have been for their . 
Wealth, will r 
falling ; and as St. James farther obſerves, 

4 Witneſs againſt them, and eat their Fleſh as 
it mere Fire. Their Pride and Luxury, their 
Tyranny and Cruelty, by which they have 
fo remarkably: diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, will 
haſten and prepare the Way for this heavy 
The Dreadfulneſs, the Sudden- 
neſs, and Completeneſs of which, we have 
defcrib'd by the Prophets in the Old Teſta- 
ment, in the Fall of.Baby/on, and by St. Fobn 
in the 17th and 138th Chapters of this Book 
to which I refer the Reader, only 
here two Things 1. That when chis great 
Event ſhall happen, then all the Churches 
all know that Chriſt is be which ſearcheth the 
Reins and the Heuri; i. e. who foreſaw and 
foretold 2 and even the very firſt 
Steps and Beginning of that great — 
which ſhould call dawn ſo terrible a Venge · 
dance. And whaj at chat Time too, will ve. 

ty likely mal as remarkable a Diſtinftion 
— folhGal and the An- 
pebriſtian Papu/ts, as he.did formerly heeween 
_ Je | the 


1 

of Jeruſalem; which he ſeems: to intimate 
in theſe words, I will give unto' every one of 
you according to your Works (or this may im- 
ply ſome Diſtinction to be made between 
the mare Moderate in the Ramiſb Commu- 
nion, and the Bigofted Zealots.) But before 
this fatal Cataſtrophe, tis not impoſſible but 
that the Church or Court of Rome will be 
viſited with ſome leflet Judgments, as Warn- 
ings or Preludiums of its approaching Diſſo. 
lution. 2. That in this Epiſtle there are 
two eminent Types of the Nature of the De- 
ſtruction here foretold, and ayainſt what par- 
_ ticular Church it is deſign d. The firſt is Fe» 
gabel, who periſh'd miſerably, falling at once 
from the Height of jouſneſs to the 
Depth of Ignominy and Wretchedneſs, be- 
ing thrown out of a Window: and eaten by 
Dogs; ſo that not only her Form, but her 
no Remains left of her Body, hi ſomt for 
Tokens of the Certainty of ür Death, the 
Skull; the Feet, and the Palins of her Hands, 
arid her Blood ſpilt upon the Walls; fo that 
none could ſay, bis 75 Fezabtl.*: And fuch 
vill be the Fate of that Proud City that now 
Lords it over the World. In one Hour her 
Judgment ſſfiall come, and ſhe ſhalb be ].. V 
{df the Repreſentative here of the Roman 
11 Church, which: has ſuffer dia fou Ruin, the 
moſt finiſh'd' and complete or all the Seyen 

Churches; there being not ſd much as the 


(69 
Memory of the Town leſt, or any Monument 
that ſhews there has been ſuch a Town, but 
only ſome flender Remains of Inſcription 
hard to be found, like the Skull, Feer, Hands, 
and the Blood of ' Fezabel. A ruefol Em- 
blem of the final Exciſion of Rome 
3 V. 24. But unte N 1 
255 rar Jy the 27 55 Thyatira, as ma- 
i 1 at have not this Doctrine, 
Wks 8 not known t be Depths of Sa- 
tan, as they eat, I will put upon” You none 
other Burden; but this, what ye have already, 
bold ' faſt” till I come. — This Exhortation 
contains a moſt endearing Encouragement 
to the well meaning Chriitians in Thyatira ; 
and is a lively Inſtance of the great Tender - 
neſs, Compaſſion, and Condeſcenſion of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer towards the Faithful in all 
Ages. For here he makes all reaſonable Abare- 
ments for the of the Times, and the 
Frailty of Humane Nature; and requires no 
more, and will lay no more upon them, than 
the Times will bear. If they only take Cars 
to abſtain from Spiritual Furnicutian, the 
Doctrine of Fezabe!, and the Thing which 
he more part bares; and are not con- 
ver d in che wicked Intrigues and Cabals of 
the Court of Nome, that aim at nothing elſe 
but raiſing and aggrandiaing themſelves by . 
all che pious Frauds, lying Miracles, bloody 
 Perſecutions; and other abominable Method: 
(which the Aſſertors of them call the Depths 
bf God me — _ are in Truth: the 
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Depths of Satan) II, 1 fay, che Faithful in 


Thyatira would keep themſelves undefiled 
from theſe foul Blots and great Offences * 
the Church of Rome, - Chriſt promiſes to 
pr . them no other Burden but this, 
e have'already,” bold faſt till I come : 
Wap whatever the State of Religion was at 
that Time, whatever the faithful Thyatirians 
did then profeſs and practiſe, though ir did 
not come up to the Purity and Perfection 
of the Primitius Pattern, ot even equal 
what theit immediate Fore- fathers had done 
before chem, our Saviour here promiſes ne- 
vercheleſs to accept of and reward ; and only 
requires them to hold faſt and perſevere in 
the ſame, without admitting or 2 
with the greater Abominations of the Ro- 
mantis; Great Numbers of ſuch well - diſ- 
oſed Men always have been (and eſpecial- 
in thoſe early Days) in the Church of 
Name, that were not tainted with, but ra- 
ther bewall do in ſecret, and would have 
been glad to reform if it had been in their 
Power) the groſſer Errors and Cotruptions of 
that Church. The Chriſtian World is be- 
holden to many of theſe for their admirable 
Works df Piety and Devotion. Such are the 
Men at this Day, who groaning under the 
Tyranny and Bondage of the Court of Rome, 
which ſo corrupts their Church, wait for De- 
liverance from that Corruption into the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Children of God. Theſe 
' 90 ao PIERS? of Chriſtian. States and 
| * 
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Kingdoms; no Flatterers of the Papal Chair, 
none of thoſe Sons of Pride and Bigorry, 
who are for damning and burning Hereticks; 
bur, Men of great Piety and P 
and endued with many excellent Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. Now to all ſuch of the No- 
s Communion, as theſe, not only chat 
lived in the Thyatirian State, but that ſhall 
* any ſucceeding State to the - World's 
nd, our Saviour 's Exhortation is plainly di- 
fected, and truly applicable: bat ye baue 
0 hold faſt till I came; i. e. till my Se- 
to judge the World, till near 
which the Papal Uſurpation will continue. 
And for their Encouragement to do en 
ws a glorious Promiſme. 
1 Jo anc V. 26g be 79:28, ne de 
ee, . that overcnmerh, and keepeth my 
Works unto the End, to him 1will I g 
—— 2 — 
4 325 efjets A Potter. 
they be broken 1 es Loans of 
my. Father. And I will grve him the 
Star. In tlieſe Words chere ate two d. 
ſtinct Promiſes, though dependant | 
another: Aud Nothiog can be more — 
and more encouraging ne Gian: thels Promiſes 
to the Pious and Moderate of the Rome/b 
Ferſuaſion in all Ages, eſpecially during the 
firſt Advances of Popery in the Thyatirian 
State. For that which gave Hirth to - 76 ck 
ſtacy was a Deſire = Supremacy, and 


nun Romaniſts in every Age have moſt 
2081071 | X ſtrenuouſſy 


2 


ſtrenuouſly cot} for, is * Papal Su- 
| noms that is, in Chrift's Language, to have 

per over the Nations, and t0 rule them with 
4 Rod of Iron. Now our Saviour here ſeems 
ready to gratify their Ambition at a proper 
Seaſon, and to grant them the utmoſt of their 
Deſire upon certain Condition® and that too 
in more direct and expreſs Terms than he 
did his Diſciples F ames and John, who de- 
fired to fit Ge One on his right Hand, and 
the other on his Left in his Kingdom. For 
he tells them plainly, that if they overcome 
and heep bis Works unto the End, i. e. keep 
themſelves unſpotted from the great Cor- 
ruptions of - Popery; they ſhall have this 
Power over the Nations, and rule them with 
4 Rod of Iron, and break them to fbi vert like a 
Porters Veſſel; and that too as certainly and as 
fully (in due Proportion and Subordination 
as he had receivd the fame Power from . 
Father. A moſt extenſive and engaging Pro- 
miſe ad Hominem: which however they were 
not to hope for before the Commencement 
of the Millennia! State, to which the latter 
Promiſe has à phin” Referenoæ Ang 'T 
will give bim Mor mng- Star. 22 The 
Morning-Star is the Symbol of the firt Re⸗ 
ſurrection: Chriſ in the latter Part of the 
Rev#ation calls Himſelf che Morning-Star, as 

he toſe before the General Reſurreckidn, and as 
be was the Finſt chat roſe from the Dead: 
never again to return to the Grave. And 
* Fromiſe of giving the Morn- 


1 g- 


rs) 
Star muſt imply, that thoſe who are en- 
titled to it, ſhall rife, as Chriſ did, before the 
General Reſurrection, and be Partakers: of 
the firſt Reſurrection, in order to enjoy the 
Millennia] State; which State, or Reign of 
che Saints u Earth, as it is to be without 
Night, is ; Gaara calld 4 Day, or the 
Day, or the great Day, and the like; and 
the Beginning of it is well denoted by the 
| Mormng-Star, commonly fo call d — 
uſhering in the Day. The plain Meaning 
then of this and the other Promiſe, is, that 
the faithful Thyatirians, and all thoſe of che 
Raman Communion that hold. faſt their In- 
. tegrity in the midſt of an over-bearing Cor- 
ruption, ſhall have a Part in the glorious 
Reign of the Saints u Pep Earth, from its 
very Beginning, and ſo during che whole 
Reign of a Thouſand Vears, have Power or 
Dominion over the Nations. 
V. 29. He that hath an Ear, 
5 Ir him hear what the. Spirit 
ſaith unto the Churches, ——— 
i.e. It highly concerns every Chriſtian care- 
fully to attend to what the Spirit faich un- 
to the Churches from this Time to the End 
of the World, as they will all from this 
Time be tainted more or leſs with the Er- 
rors and Corruptions of the Church of Rome. 
Tis farther obſervable, that in the three firſt 
Epiſtles chis Injunction goes before the Pro- 
muſe; but in this and the chree laſt, the Pro- 


* nction: * 
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be, that" the three firſt States of Chriſtianity ' 
were always in readineſs to obey, and for- 
ward of themſelves to perform whatever they 
knew to be their Dury, and therefore wanted 
but little Spur or Encouragement; but the 
latter, by the Degeneracy of the Times, ſtood. 
in need likewiſe of ſome Promiſe, Motive, or 

Encouragement to excite em to a zealous Per- 
formance; and therefore the Promiſe of a 
peculirr Reward is placed before the Com- 


x CHAP.vL By V. 
. eue, of Chriſt's Epi 2 fa the Chir 


in SARDIS. 


— "+. 


came en lives 
* the Church in Sardis write. 
SAnpro in Syriac ſignifies a Shield; 
hich is a Piece of defenfroe Armor, to 
cover and guard the Body againſt an Ault, 
and ſingly or by itſelf is only Sufficient to 
_ preſerve Life, or to ſecure a Man againſt a 
mortal Wound: And ſo fitly reprefents that 
almoſt univerſal Decay of Religion, that ge- 
neral Corruption of Manners, and that low 
State of Chriſtianity that ſucceeded the 
atirian, and preceded the Philadelþhian. 
For the Churchy in 25 was wholly up- 
| on 
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on the Paſſive and Defenfive, having g lol, or 
laid aſide, or neglected to uſe on Offenſive. 
Weapon, vic. the Sword. of the Spirit, wabich- 
is the Werd of God. She had Faith enough 
which was her Shield, from whence. the is 
ominated) to quench, ſome of the fiery 
Darts of the Wicked, but not enough tio 
make Head againſt him or — 
1 Apoſtacy, but not 
en to produce a ſincere or uni I 
ce; to ſu port the Profeſſion, but 
not to maintain the Dower of —— 7 
| State of 8 of Chrif — dack Age 
(call'd by Hiſtorians the zron, leaden, obſcure 
Agel in the Ninth and Tenth Century, and 
ſome that follow'd: For chough after this, 
Learning in ſome Meaſure revived, yet Re- 
ligion ſtill continued at a very low Ebb, till 
2 Dawnings of that illuſtrious Day, which 
open d and diſtinguiſh'd the Pbiladelphian 
State, began to a bs in the zealous Op- 
Edele the P Jurpat ion, ſo particular- 
* & by. our Saviour in this 


Noam this corrupt Church in 
my Sardis, I ſuppoſe to have con- 


he Beginning of the Ninth to the End of the 


riſtiar N was ** ee as ate 


3 tinued 600 Years, that is, from 
ourteenth Century; ſo that this State of tbe 
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the darkeſt, and may not unfitly be term d 
whe long N Sr 1 Obriſtianity. | 

Thid. Theſe things ſaith *. 
duies Te. | thor bath the as, Spirits ; 


God, and the Seven Stars. As the Sev 
Stars 1 denote the whole Body of Chr 
ſtian Paſtors, colle#rvely taken; 10, Parit 
of Reaſon, /ever 9 22 of God 6s 
all che ſeveral Orders of Angels 1175 As 
Conduct and Direction of ſeven ſpecial Angels 
of greater Eminency than the Reſt, or ſuch 
as we thence ſtyle in one word Archangel. 
Chrift's having theſe denotes his having 25 
Power in of and in Earth, that he is, in 
his Humane Nature, exalted far above the 
higheſt Orders of Angels in Heaven, and is 
the Head of all Church-Governors upon 
Earth; that the former are under his imme 
diate Government, and wholly at his Arg 
mand, being miniſtring Spirits ſent FA 
miniſter ey, them Moat ore Hiro of dari 
and that the latter are under his ſpecial Care, | 
Cognizance, and Protection, and receive 
Os him the Gifts of the Spirit to quicken 
and ſupport them in their Duty; and theres 
fore they had no Reaſon to be afraid of any 
Danger, or to ſtop at any Difficulty, 151 
ing Who would be their Guide and Defen- 
ger. The mention likewiſe of the Seven 
Stars to this Church may imply, chat though 
ſhe” was miſerarbly corrupt and degenerate, 
—_— — yer the was 
+ n not 
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not the laft-Church or State of Chriſtianity 
that was to appear in the World, fince there 
were two others ſtill to follow: And the men- 
tion of the Seven Spirits of God may alſo 

import, that each different State of the Church 
has a particular diſtinct Angel, even One of 
the 5 chief Angels to preſide over it, to 
whoſe Care and Adminiſtration, in general, 
Cbriſt has committed the Affairs of all the 


YRS... TIS wy 1 
5 . F t or. 
The Ke, (hat thou haft aName, that thou 
vue, and art dead. i. e. The Church 
in Sardis thought herſelf to be a ſound Part 
of Cbriſ's Church, but ſhe was miſtaken: 
ſhe was dead, while ſhe lived: ſhe had: a 
Name to live, but as to all the Purpoſes of 
living, ſhe was as if ſhe had been d The 
Truth of this is abundantly clear from Hi- 
ſtory. The Chriſtians of that Age had mi- 
ſerably perverted and polluted the pure Do- 
Arines of the Goſpel, and theirManners were 
agreeable to their Doctrine. The corrupted 
Churchmen, andparticular by the Church of 
Rome, were wholly intent upon acquiring 
Riches by all manner of baſe Ways and Im- 
poſtures... And theſe Riches became the 
Cauſe: of the Decay of Piety, and of horrid 
Luxury, which produced therein all manner 
of Cimes and Idolatries; and no Man could 
ay any thing againſt the eſtabliſhed Cor- 
PRIN ; without PROT himſelf to Perſe- 
362 8; cutions. 
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cutions. The Cruſades likewiſe that comms 
menced and were carried on during this Pe- 
riod, under Peretence of recovering the Holy 
Land, brought an Inundation of Vice upon 
Chriſtendom, and involv'd the Church in a 
Deluge of Wickedneſs, in unheard-of Mur- 
_ Maſlacres, and abominable Impieties. 

V. 2, 3. Be watchful, and 

| The Exbartaton ſtrengthen the things "which re- 
main, that are ready to die. For 2 not 
found thy Works fee? bef ore God. Remember 
therefe n oft receiv d and heard, and 
227 aft, and repent. ——The Angel of the 
Church in Sardis is A admoniſh'd to awa- 
ken from ſuch a ſupine lifeleſs State, and to 
ſtrengthen both himſelf and others, to ſtir up 
within him the Graces which were in Dan- 
ger of being utterly extinguiſh d, and to pre- 
ſerve thoſe from the general Contagion that 
were not yet fal'n into the like enormous 
deadly Sins, but ready to fall, if not ſtreng- 
_ then'd with proper — and ſeaſonable 


Exhortation. For” his Works, upon ac- 


count of their not being accompanied with 
Sincerity, and not being agreeable to all the 
Rules of the Goſpel (the Generality of che 
Members of this Church contenting them- 
ſelves. with obſerving ſome Rules of the Goſ- 
pel, and having no Regard to the Reſt) were 
not found to be compleat and perfect, but 
far otherwiſe, in the fight of God. He is 
gat directed to recolle& and remember 


after 


_ 
Chriſtianity, and after what manner the 
Doctrines were committed to him, 
and to hold faſt, or adhere cloſely to the 
Rule of Faith and Manners he had been in- 


ſtructed in, and to repent of the Crimes he 


had been guilty of in his Deviations from it, 
and to call upon ſuch as were faulty to re- 

N ee 3 45 will come an ther 

a Thief, and thou ſhalt not know what Hour 
4 will come upon tee. i. e. If the Angel 
did not vratch over himfelf and his Flock to 
correct and amend what they are before blam-- 
ed for, Chriſt threatens that a very ſudden and 

ſevere judgment ſhould overtake him; that 
he would come againft him unawares, and 
ſurpriſe him in the deadly State he was in, at 
an Hour he knew nor, even as a Thief comes 
in the dead Time of Night, when the Maſter 
and Family are faſt aſleep. Nowthe Sardion 
Paſtors and People not taking the Warning 
here given, but growing rather worſe and 
worſe, and proceeding at laſt even to Civil 
Wars among themſelves, this Threatning 
ſeems maſt evidently to have been fulfill'd by 
the Deſtruction of the Greek Church, or the 
Fall of the Grecian State at the Taking of 
Conſtantinople by Mabomer II. A. D. 1453. 
For it is to be noted, that the Roman Empire 
being diſmernber d by the Irruption of the 
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" "i Hee? the Eaftern'Empil pie from 
that Time had both the Name = Pires 
the Pretenſions of the ancient Romas Empite. 
And therefore the Threatning being directed 
to the Chriſtians in thoſe Parts, or — 1 
chief Part of Chriſtendom, was actually 
exactly fulfill d at the Time aforemention'd 
by che ſudden Conqueſt of Mabome? II, who 
with an Army of near four hundred thouſand | 
Men took Conſtantinqpie; and from that Time 
went on conquering till he ruin'd all the 
Power of the Eaftern Empire, in all the Parts * 
thereof, and that fo effectually, that not one 
Monarchy of thoſe C hriſtian Printes which 
formerly poſſeſs d it, was excepted from the 
common Ruin; the Orroman having gain d 
(and ſtill enjoying) all the — of the 
Eaſtern Cefars: Though the laſt Breath of 
the Chur in the Eo? ſeetns not to have FY 
berth \nll-abour-.-D;/ 11522; when Rhades © 
Was taken by:Sa/iman. And this happening 
juſt about the Time of the remarkable re 
of the Philadeinbian State, we can't but ad- 
mire and adore the Wildom and Goodneſs 
of Divine: Providence in ſo di and 
conducting this great Event, that as the 
Fall f the © at firſt was the Riches of 
the Gentiles, lo now the Ruin of the Eaſtern 
bom would prove _ Riſe of the tern. 
v. 4. Thou 

bn. | Particular even in a at opt not 

by Fry | . their Garments, and they 


ſhall 


* E 
| ſhall walk with me in white ; For they are 
Worthy. — There can't well be a ſtronger 
Intimation of the wretched Degeneracy of a 
Church, than to fay, that even ſuch a Church 
has a few. Sound Members; which is the 
fame as to ſay, that ſome good Men are to 
be found even in the worſt of Times. Who 
theſe few Names or Perſons in the Sardian 
Church were, we learn from Hiſtory, name- 
ly, the Albigenſes and Waldenſes, and others, 
the f the Papacy, againſt whom 
at laſt the Cru/ades, or Holy Wars (as ey 
calld them) were levied, and of whom tis 
ſaid that near a Million of them were ſlain. 
Vet theſe were but few in Compariſon, con- 
ſidering the long Duration of this Period of 
the Church, the infinite Multitude of thoſe 
that were corrupted during this Period, or 
the vaſt Majority on the other fide ; even as 
few comparatively, as the Seven thouſand Men 
in 1/rael, that, during that grand A 4 
in the Reign of Ahab, had not bowed their 
Knees unto, Baal. Theſe were the true Pri- 
mitive Proteſtants, that ſtood the firſt Brune 
of Popiſh. Rage and Perſecution, that ſtrug- 
gled Suh ſo many Difficulties, and ſuſtain d 
ſo many terrible Conflicts againſt Popery ; to 
whom we are obliged — firſt Dawnings 
of that glorious ned tion, which was 
the r and * ng 8 


* 


che following Age. _ GC | 


e 
Who the Predeceſſors and Socceflins'of 
the Albigenſes and Waldenſes were, we have 
this: brief Account from the Editor of Pri. 
rin's Hiſtory: of theſe. People, As in the 
Vallies of P:edmont, the Primitive Chriſtia- 
nity was derived down to Claudius Arch Bi- 
ſhop of- Turin, who maintain'd the Purity of 
Doctrine in the Ninth Century againſt the 
Innovations of Rome, and who derived dowti 
the ſame to his Diſciples, and they to ſuo- 
Generations to this Day: ſo in the 
Neighbouring Parts, in France, in the 
Eighth, Century, the Purity of Cheiſtianiryy 
in Oppoſition to the —— of the Church 
of Nome, was ſtrenuouſſy maintain d under 
Cbarlemagn; and from the: Holy Men of 
— abe Lacy adam re Doctrine was 
handed down to. Bertram, To him to Be- 
rengarius, from him to Peter Bruia, ſrom 
Peter Bruts to Waldo, from M aldo to Nulei- 
nus, from him to Marfplius, from bim to 
Wickliff, from him to Hus and eum of 
Prague, and from their Scholars, the Nratres 
Bobemi, to Lutber. Theſe are ſome of 
the brave Chriſtian Heroes in that dark cors = 
rupt Age, in that maſt degeneraie State of 
Chriſtianity, which is here denoted by the 
Church in SAR DIS, f whom the World was 
not Worthy, but whom our Saviour pronoun- 
ces (according to the gracious Terms of the 
Goſpel-Covenant) Worthy of the Reward he 
8 for them, * bears this Teſtimony 
7 0 


= ) 
0e chemh, ihat they had net 'defiled their Gar- 
ments, viz, with F Errors. The Purity 
of their Lives and Doctrines may be ſeen at 
large in the Hiſtory before - mentioned. The 
Reward promiſed chem by Cb, ſhall be 
* eee the next Particular. vs V4. 
"wb . v. 4. He that overcometh, the 
i. Jams e be. chi in "white 
8 Naben, in? weill nor blot out his Name out 
rhe Bon Laa bur Twill confeſt his Name 
dre: my and bis Angels. —— 
2 de Pam in this and every other Epi 
ſtle is made to him only that overcomerh, we = 
are to conſider that ab Chriſtian Warfare, 
Ike any ether Warfare, is a Work of Time 
and Difficyky, and not to be finiſb' d all ac 
ence 5 in Which too a Man may be foil'd 
and Wwoutided,” and yer recover and not be 
overcome: ſo long as he continues ach Pac 
bore ridings; — it d 
of Baule, be kill'd, or taken —— 
he can be Kid to be routed or vanquiſh'd. 
But the Chriſtian Warrior; has this Advan- 
tage above any other, that even the Loſs of 
Life ſhall not deprive him of the Crown of 
Victory; nee a r 
War and yet come off mote than Conque! 
© For 1 — unco 
Death, nr 
e genera 
| ere 


du their Name out of the: Boat of Lifton Ae. 


3 
chere Here but ſew ſa righteous then, as 
not to ſtand in Need af Repentance, few 
that kept themſelves ſo untainted from the 
general Contagion, as not to have Occaſion 
to waſh — therefore aur 
Saviour, v. 3. calls upon the whole Church, 

both Paſtors and People to repent, and pra- 
miles to them that do repent the ſame Ro- 
ward as he promiſes to thoſe that had not 
defiled their Garments, that he will-nat- blat 


count of any deadly Sin they had committed, 
but had: now repented of, but would :canfef 
their Name, or own them for his true and 
faithful Diſciples before his Father and before 
his Angels; a moſt ing Promiſe-and 
ſuitable Reward for — wirneſfing a geo 
Confeſſion before the World. Nor is this 
all; but he promiſes moreover that they 
ſhall al with bim in I lire, and be Clatb'd 
in ubite Raiment; Which is an Alluſion 10 
an initiating Ceremony in Uſe among the 
Feu, when they admitted the Candidates 
for the Prieſthoad into that Office, after 
chey had examin'd and judg d of their F- 


the Court of che Prieſto: hot 1 — A £55 
Words of | this Promiſe taken togerier,pim- 
port the ſame as St. Jen aſteriiards d b- 
. that they ſhall be King an Pricffs 
ud * uns? 


(76) 


unte Gad, or have /a ſhare in that Roya 


Prieſthood, which is to be the glorious and 
diſtinguiſhing Privilege of the New Jeruſa- 
m: That Title which with too many is 


moſt Contemptible in this World, will be 
found moſt: Honourable: i in the next. Their 


Regal Title is ſufficiently implied in the firſt 

Promiſe, that they ul a walk with: Chriſt, 
and their Priefth State in the latter, that 
they ſhall be ciaath d in white Raiment, which 
eminent Favour and Honour (ſo expreflive 


of their Character) our Saviour tells Us, 
they had (in a manner) merited and acquired. 
They ſhall "walk with me in White, for they 


Worthy. Whereby our Lord ſhews his 
to recognize the real Worth of 
bis faichfol Servants, the high Eſteem he 
has of all thoſe; who withſtand, the Torrent 
of bad Times, and are not bornedown with 
«the. f of Ungodlineſs, and his 
: ther 1 of univerſal 
XX We can give no other Reaſon 
"why Noah, Daniel, and Fob, are ſingled out 
from all the other Saints of the Old Teſta- 
ment as the greateſt Favourites of Heaven, 


or an the only Men whoſe Prayers had the 
ED Prevalence: with God, hes this, that 
all lived in the moſt corrupt Times 


| a of an abou nagen, Ar 
_ -the amidſt of an abounding Iniqu _ 


Fr 


-for ch as Sig- 


ee 


TRY 


Church in Sardis, that lived- like Tot in 
Sodom, yea, that were burning and /þ 

Lights in the midſt of Egyptian Dis 
of ſuch groſs Ignorance and Corruption, as 
had overſpread the Face of the Earth. There- 
fore they ſhall walk with me in white, ſays 


0 , for mo are Worthy. 
4 The Monitory 


W He rlar hath an Ear, 
Jet him hear what the Spirit 

G nels 

wo yo faith unto the Churches. 


250 e. Let the preſent Churches in the Sardian : 


State carefully obſerde what is here pro- 
miſed to thoſe who hold faſt their Integrity, 
and fight the good Fight of Faith, that the 
may be encouraged and excited to the like 


Faithfulneſs and Perſeverance; and likewiſe 
what is threaten'd againſt the Wicked and 
Negligent, that they may awake in Time out 


of their Spiritual Slumber, and eſcape the 
* that will at laſt overtake the cor- 


rupted and impenitent Chriſtians. And let 
| ſucceeding Churches and fiture Generations 


regard in their Mind the Work of the Lord, 
and the Operations of his Hands in theſe 


and the like Caſes, leaſt they alſo 


from the right Way, 2 N * oe Jame | 


1 


CHAP. vn tp. . 
. erm of Chrift's Epiſtle 1th Church 


in manner 


Ch. in. V. y. ND 5 the : 


ere gel of the 
Mares. 


Church in Philadelphia Write. 
gy —— PHILADELPHIA (ac- 
| to the true Reading of the Word in 
the 0 ſignifies Brotherly Love; which 
A che proper diſtinguiſhing Character of that 
Body of Chriſtians which conſtitute the Re- 
11 and more particularly of the 
found Members of the Church of England, 
ever juſtly eſteem d the Bulwark and Orna- 
ment of the Reformation. England lies in 
che moſt temperate Part of the temperate 
Zone, and enjoys a Religion 


as tem as 
the Climate itſelf; and as Good-Nature (the 
true Charafteriftick of her Natives) is noted 

to have ſuch. a peculiar Senſe in the Engiz/b 
Tongue, ag can't eaſily or fully be are 
in any other Language; ſo this happy Tem- 
per is, above all others, the moſt ſuitable to 
our common Chriftianity, which is not only 
tbe Bel, but the Beſft-natured Inflitution in 
the World. By the Church in Philadelphia 

then I: have ſufficient Reaſon (as will be ſeen 


hereafter) ounderſtand the Church of England, 
though 


* 


Fw 
though not excluſive of the vther Refo! 
Churches; and by the Church of England, 
+ T* underſtand, not 1 particular Mem- 
bers of it, who may be tempred, on ſome 
Occaſions, to act — to their avowed 
Principles and Profeſſion, but thoſe in gene- 
ral who adhere ſtedfaſtly to the Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, and Worſhip, that has all along 
been profeſſed and practiſed in our Church. 
And the Charity and Moderation of the 
Church -of England, taken in this ſenſe, has, 


I preſume; been made hun unto All. Or » 


ſhould ſhe Want the Fine of Men, the 
has here the Witneſs of Gol which is greater, 
having as full a Right, by the Teſtimony” of 
our Saviour, to che Title of * Ph:lade! on 
which denotes in particular the Love's of oe 
Brother or Neighbour, as the Primitive 
Church” had to that of . which de- 
notes Love in general. * 
—= * TheRem 12 of the Gragjen 
© hy Commenct- Empire were ſearce faln inte 
Te le. the Hands of the Ottomans, be- 
fore the Reformation began; 
| which was one of the moſt illuſtrious Events 
that has happen d fince the Times of the A= 
es: The Light of the 'C which 
ad ſhone more or lefs from the Days of 
Conſtantine for 12 Centuries together in the 
Raft, being now, with the Addition of a 
brighter and purer Luſtre, transferred to the 
9 * Reformation 'of a : 
evival 


Revival of Primitive Chriſtianiey, was begun 
by Lurber abroad, forwarded here, in one 
important Inſtance, by King Henry. VIII, 
carried on with Vigour and Succeſs in the 
yious, bur ſhort Reign of King Edward VI, 
and per fected and completed in the long and 
glorious Reign of Queen Elizabeth, gw 
began to preach / againſt the Popiſo Errors 
A. D. 1517, and within 50 Years after that, 
no leſs than Seven Kingdoms or States, and 
24 Cities had receiv'd. his Doctrine. The 
Sa Cantons receiv d it A. D. 153 1, Swe 
gen and ; Denmark about the Vear 15371 
in the Reign of King Edward VI, who came 
t che Crown A. D. 1547, the Reformation 
was eſtabliſh d by Law in England and Ireland; 
ITE which was then, 2 long continu- 
an independent and te Kingdom, 
had it eſtabliſhed A. D. 77867. and. The 
Netherlands by A. D. 1579. 

. 7; * Ibid... Theſe things ſaith that 
cur. f <4 is Holy, be that is True, be that 

þ . hath the Key of David, he that 
3 Jew? no Man ſhutteth, and ſbutteth and 
1 Man openeth.—— Every. Title of Chri/t 
has relation to the particular State of the 
Church it is directed to: And the Title ne 
here gives himſelf, is moſt exactly ſuited to 
the Circumſtances and Character of the 
Church in Philadelphia. 1. He that is Holy, 
be that is True. Holineſs and Truth are the 

Sum of the Drvine Perfection, and * 


687) 
hat Image of God which was at firſt ſtamp d 
upon the Soul of Man, and is ſince renew d 
by che Preaching of che Goſpel and Effuſion 
of the Spirit. And the former is here 
before the latter, to ſignify perhaps that 
Truth is a 'negellary Conſequence of Holineſs, 
according to that of the Pialmiſt, the Secrep. 
V the Lord is with them that fear him; and 
Covenant to make them know it: But Holi- 
neſs is not always an Effect of Truth, fince 
Men may, and too often do, bold the Truth 
in Unrighteouſne/s. Now be that 1s Holy, he 
that is True, i. e. Holineſs and Truth itſelf, 
delights to fee and is ready to acknowledge 
this Image of his whereſoever he finds it; 
and by prefixing this Title to this Epiſtle does 
not obſcurely intimate, chat this was the bleſſed 
Condition of the Philadelphian State, when 
Truth. ſprung out of the Earth, and Righteouſ- 
neſs looked down from Heaven, when the-pure 
Light of the Goſpel ſhone forth in the Lives 
of its Profeſſors, and made this Church a 
Praiſe upon Earth. Therefore is ſhe highly 
praiſed and greatly encouraged by her Saviour, 
and is the only Church beſide that in Smyrna, 
that ſtands free from all Blame. 2. He that 


bath tbe Key of David, i. e. the Power of 


David, as Prophet, and as King; as Prophet, 
to unlock the Womb of Futurity, and declare 
things to come, as King, to appoint whom- 
ſoevet he pleaſed to rule his People, and 
defend on — on who is both able 


10 and 


(82) 
and willing to beſtow upon his — 
in the Philadelphian 2 much Dignity, 
Riches, and Honour, and as great a Meaſure 
of Peace and Plenty, or of Victory and Suc- 
ceſs, asever was enjoy d in the moſt flouriſh- 
ing Days of David and Solomon. 3. He that 
openeth and no Man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth 
and no Man openeth. i. e. who has the ab- 
. folute Diſpoſal of Times, Seaſons, and Events, 
in relation to Perſons, Families, and King- 
doms, and more eſpecially in relation to his 
Church; fixing or removing his Candleſtick 
| whenſvever and whereſoever he pleaſe. 
Where he 4 Door, or favours the Preach- 
ing of his Word, there all the Enemies of it 
ſhall never be able to overthrow it: — 
where he butt, or has determined, 
of Puniſhment, the Extinction of a 
or People, or withdraws the Light of the 
Goſpel from a Place, there Humane n 
are in vain to eſtabliſh ir. A. 
4 . 8. I know thy works : Be- 

wi Commer hold I have ſet before thee an 
open Door, and no Man can ſhut 
For thou haſt a little Arength — Hoſt) and 
——— and haſt not denied my 
Name. In order to underſtand aright the 
Matters contain'd in theſe Epiſtles, we muſt 
carefully diſtinguiſh the ſeveral Parts and 
| Periods of Time — each reſpective State 
_ of the Chriſtian Church; and not apply that 
ak whole which * —— 


(83) 
or chat to one particular Part which belongs 

| to another. The Neceſſity of this Diſtinction, 
will, in ſome meaſure, appear from the Ex- 
planation of this Verſe; which primarily 
relates to the firſt Opening of che Reformation 
by Luther; 2. To its Advancement in the 
Reign of King Edward VI; and 3. To the 
Zealand — of the Proteſtant Martyrs 
in the Days of Queen Mary. The firſt is 
contain'd in theſe Words, I know thy Horks, 
Behold I have ſet before thee an open Door, and 


ns Man can ſhut it —— I know thy Works, i. . 


I know what thou art a doing, I know the 
Sincerity of thy Intentions, and che Zeal of 
thy Endeavours; nor am I only acquainted 
—5 but fully approve of the Work thou 
haſt undertaken. - Behold, I have; jet before 
thee an open Door, and no Man can ſbut it. 


* This is no leſs true of the wonderful Succeſs 


and Progreſs of the Reformation, than of 
the firſt Planting and Propagating of Chri- 
ſtianity. Twas Chriſt that opened the Boot 
both to the One and to the Other: And the 
Succeis was anſwerable in both Caſes. La- 
tber was the great Inſtrument in the Hands 
of Divine Providence to bring about the Re- 
formation; and he no ſooner appear d in this 
more than Humane Undertaking, wherein 
according to all outward Appearance he had 
been cruſh d, but he was ſo favour d of Hear 
ven, that he met wich the Aſſiſtance of Prin- 


n oceed; and his 
M 2 1 Followers ö 


(34) 

Followers met with the ſame Favour. He 
to no Authority for the Proof of 

what he propoſed but the Word of God, 
vrhich ad bor been for many Ages taken from 
the greateſt Part of Chriſtians. With this 
Fmmgle Weapon he battered and pulled down 
the 'vaſt- Power of the Popes, which bad 
been a raiſing for above a thouſand Years by 
all the Arts of the moſt refined Politicks, 
Religious Crafts, and the Terrors of War; ſo 


that within a few Years the Idolatrous Pra- 
cKitiſes of the Church of Rome, which had 
been univerſally ſettled, were extirpated and 

thrown out of many Countries, and the Re- 
formed Religion eſtabliſſ d in their Room. 
A moſt wonderful and aftoniſhing Event, and 
to be aſcribd only to him, -who openeth and 


* Man 1 and 1 * mo” _ a 


Among che Natural or Second Cauſes Hint 
may be ſuppoſed to have contributed to the 
Succeſs of this great Work, theſe three pro- 
ved the moſt ſeaſonable and effectual, viz. 
the Revival of Learning about this Time, the 
Invention of the Art of Printing, and the 
Tranſlation of the Bible into the Vulgar 
Languages: By means of which, the Books 
that were publiſhed by Luther and his Fol. 
Jowers were the more eaſily diſperſed, un- 
derſtood, and examined: And their marvel- 
Jous and irrefiſtible Effect appear d in a a very 
2 * — 7 very firſt preach- 


ing 


e 
ing of Luther and his Diſciples, ſome States 
began to fide: therewith; and within about 
ſixty years the Reformed Religion was fet- 
tled and confirm'd by the Supreme Authori- 

ty within ſeven Sovereign States or Kingdoms, 

as the Reigning Religion, or the Religion e- 
ſtabliſned by Law. Such a mighty and great 
Revolution as this, had never happened ſince 
Men became Idolaters, and (if we underſtand 
the Prophecy in this Epiſtle as looking di- 
rectly this way) it had as much of the Di- 
vine Influence as the firſt planting of Chri- 
ſtianity, or its Eſtabliſnment by Humane 
Laws. And truly that ſo many Countries in 
ſo ſhort a Space of Time ſhould wholly em- 
brace the true Worſhip of God, ſo: univer- 
ſually as it is done in the Proteſtant Countries 
_ by the Reformation, and continue ever ſince 
2 firm and unſhaken in the ſame; notwithſtand- 
ing all the prodigious Efforts of their Ene- 

mies to the contrary; this, I ſay, is undoubt- 
edly the Lord Doing, and ought to be mar- 

vellous in our Eyes. 2. The Advancement and 
Settlement of the Reformed Religion in En- 
glana, during the Reign of King Edward VI, 
ſeems evidently implied in the following 
Words — For thou haſta little Strength or 
HFHoſt: For tho! this may be applied, in ſome 
| ſenſe, to the Reformation carried on abroad; 
yet is it not ſo ſtrictly true of all the Prote- 
ant Countries taken Collectively, as of the 
Church of England Separately; which may 
EVR | moſt 


— 


(86) 


moſt properly be ſaid at that Time to have 
2 little Strength, or a little Hoſt, even the 
firſt Reformers/in King Edward's Reign, that 
like che little Hoſt of Gideon did Wonders, and 

like them too with Lamps in their Hands 
(viz. the Lamps of Scripture and Antiquity) 
routed and confounded all the numerous For- 
ces of the Enemy: Or, to uſe a more ſuit- 
able Compariſon, the Church of England in 
her Infancy was like the firſt Chriſtian Church 
after our Lord's Aſcenſion, rais'd from asſmall 
nings, bleſſed with the like ſucceſs, and 
ile upon the ſame number ———— 
ſtones. For as That was plante 

ed by the twelve Apoſtl 
gun — ſettled by the twelve —— = 
our Liturgy : For Biſhop Day, tho join'd to 
the Committee, is by no Means to be reckon'd 
of that Number, ſince he not only refuſed 
to ſubſcribe to it, but vehemently oppoſed 
it, and continued a Bigotted Papiſt to the 
very. laſt. ; Thus did this little Hoſt ſettle 
che great Work of Reformation in theſe 


Realms upon a firm Baſis, and compoſe a Li- 


turgy or Boat , Common prayer for preſent 
and future Ages, that will continue, we truſt, 
till Time ſhall be no more, that is the Glo- 


ty of che e ann y of 
Chriſtendom. 


3: The Zeal and Cailtncy of the firſt 
E55 Reformers is chus recognized and 


commended by CI e my. 


| thee. 


(%) 
Ward, and haſt not denied my Namie. For that 
this is to be underſtood of the Martyrs and 
Confeſſors in the Days of Queen | 
when the Religion that was eſtabliſh'd in 
in the former Reign, was now under Perſe- 
cution, and the Licurgy ſeal'd and conſecra- 
ted by the Blood of its Compliers, there is 
little or no Room to doubt. And theſe ble 
ſed Proteſtant Heroes (of whom Chr:/t here 
—_—_ that they kept his Word, and did 
not deny his Name) appear by their Exem- 
lary Courage and Conduct to be no wa 
inferior to 80 firſt Rank of Martyrs in the 
Primitive Church. But here there is no Need 
of Enlargement; Every One's Reading or 
Obſervation being abundantly ſufficient to 
confirm the Truth of the Correſpondency 
between the Prediction and the Event. 
= 5 5 9. . T will make 
tar Tem them of the Synagogue of Sa- 
20 . + ran, hich fe 7 as * eWS, 
and are not, but do lie; bebold, 
T will make them to come, and worſhip _ 
thy Feet, and to know that I have 


The Facts anſwering this Prophe- 
CY, wing us within View of our own Times, 
and will be found to reach near as far as the 
Concluſion of the laſt Peace. And there- 
fore a few general Hints will here be ſuffi- 
cient. The main Queſtion is, upon what 
Body of Men we are to fix the heavy Charge 
of "privy of the Synagogue of Satan. _ 
8 the 


| 1 
the Reſolution of this is eaſy and obvious; 
For 1. I may without Scruple and with 
the greateſt Juſtice aſſert, That this Denomi- 
nation properly belongs to all thoſe Roman 
Catholicks in particular, who have been plot- 
ting againſt the Lives of our Princes and 
attempting the Overthrow of our Conſtitu- 
tion ever ſince the firſt Eſtabliſhment. of the 
bleſſed Reformation. For that cruel Doctrine 
which maintains the Lawfulneſs of extirpa- 
ting Hereticks out of Zeal to Mother- 


Church, we may infallibly conclude is no 
other than the Do&rine of Devils, and could 
proceed from no other Spirit, but him who 


firſt taught Rebellion in Heaven, and has 
been a Murderer from the Beginning. 2. We 
may affirm, that this Imputation is with equal 


Juſtice chargeable on that helliſh Combina- 
tion of Fanatical and Republican Spirits, 


who bound themſelves by a ſolemn League 
and Covenant to deſtroy Root and Branch, 
that is, to murder their King and his Fami- 
ly, and utterly. aboliſh Monarchy and Epiſ- 


copacy; for | theſe. were as far from being 


true Proteſtants, as they were from being 
true Subjects; having ſhewn themſelves by 
their horrid and execrable Deeds to belong 
of Right to no other Society, than the Sy- 


f Jeus, that is, the true People of God, but 
were found Liars. Now our Saviour 's Pro- 
miſe to the true * that he would 
85 bring 


eros 


nagogue of Satan. They call'd themſelves : 


( 


\ 


that be /ent 


wa} _ 

bring theſe falſe Chriſtians and blood-thirſty | 
— under their Feet, and make them 
know that he loved them, was remarkably - 


fulfil'd in four ſignal Inſtances, to mention 


no more at preſent. 1. In the Reign of our 
Immortal Virgin Queen, when the formida- 
ble, and to al 8 Appegrance i invinci- 


ble Spaniſh Armada was ſent againſt the 


Engliſʒñb Navy and Nation: But he who 
iveth Victory and Salvation unto Kings, 
2 Thunder and Tempeſt fought for us, 


and baffled the whole Power of Spain, and 


made them ſenſible with a Vengeance, that 


- God was on our Side: As the Kew of S ain 


himſelf confe(s'd in thoſe memorab Werd 
his Fleet to fight againſt Men, ani 
God; thereby confirming in Part 

of our Saviour's Promiſeand Pre- 


not again 
the Tru 


dition; that God was the Queen's and her 


People's Protector, and that their Enemies 
ſhould know chat he loved them. 2. In the 
Beginning of the next Reign we meet with 


the unparalleFd Gunpowder- Plot to de 


the Church at one Blow; as if che Papiſts 
had deſign'd to revenge themſelves, not only 
upon the Nation, but even upon God him- 


ſelf, for the former Defeat and Diſappoint- 
ment. But this dark and daring Attempt 
Was likewiſe in the critical Inſtant miracu- 


diſcover d, and ſtifſed in the Birth, 
that all the World again might ſee and know 
chat God was our Saviour nd mighty De- 
27115 | N "> uverer. 


8 | 
_ liverer.: 3. The Reſtoration of the Regal 
Family, after the long fanatical Uſurpation, 
was another Miraculous Demonſtration, in 
the View of all the World, of God's tran- 
ſcendant Mercy, Love, and Graciouſneſs to- 
towards this Church and Nation. 4. The 


many ſignal and repeated Victories and Suc- 


| ceſles 1 WY to our Renowned _ 
Queen againſt the united Force and aſpiri 

Power — —— and Spain, do plainly — 
up one Part of the Accompliſhment of this 
Prophecy. Heaven brought down the French 
King upon his Knees. He bowed and wor- 
ſhipped before the Feet of our pious Sove- 
reign.” At the ſame Time that the Victo- 


tious Arms of the Confederates had reduced 


him to great Extremity, his People were 
viſited with a Famine, We ſaw then this 
| haughty Monarch humbly ſupplicating for 
Peace, and diſpoſed to grant Us every thing 
that we could with Reaſon or Modeſty de- 
mand. And never, during the whole Courſe 
of ye r there a . Proſpect, or 
more favourable Opportuni procuring a 
_ glorious and laſting Peace, : Ga at the Trea- 
ty of Gertruydenburg. But when inſtead of 
_ conſulting our own Honour and Intereſt, we 
ſeem d rather inclin'd to mock and inſult, 
we rais d our Enemy and ſunk ourſelves. 
That one ungenerous Article (ſo unbecom- 
ing the Engliſb Nation) that was to oblige 
the French King to turn his r al 
. FE Sica * 8 IVE 
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drive his Grandſon out of Spain, ſeem d to 
be reſented by God as well as Man. For 
after this the Succeſs of the Enxgliſb Arms vi- 
ſibly began to decline; Vea, after this came 
TOES Battle of Almanza, &i And no 
wonder if Providence denied Us at laſt what 
we might call an Honourable and Advan- 
tagious Peace, when we had ourſelves, at the 
moſt ſeaſonable and inviting: Juncture, refu- 
ſed the Offer of a Peace, upon whatever 
Terms we pleas'd, within the Bounds of na- 
tural . Juſtice and common Decency. . But 
this only by the way. In general we know 
chat the Rojen of this Religious Queen was: 
crown'd with Victory and — that ſhe 
had the Hearts of her Subjects at Home, 
and triumph'd over her Enemies abroad. 
Which was a Demonſtration ad Haminem 
that ſhe and her People were under the Fa · 
vour and Protection of Heaven, and is men- 
tion d here as ſuch, and they ſhall know that: 
I have loved thee, as if our Saviour had de- 
ſign d to convince or to confound the Papiſts 
by their own Argument, ſince they make 
| Succeſs and. Proſperity to * one of che Notes 

of the true Church. 


1 V. 10. l hof legs 


liar Promiſe to the tbe Word of my Patience, Tak | 


ering Members (5 will keep thee from the Hour 
oi * of Tem Ti be which ſhall come 
upon all the World, to try them that diwell up- 
on the Earth. — Thong th this is i to 


the 


= and Fob, if they were living,” would be able 
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the Philadeſphians in general, yer docs it more 
particularly reipect the perſetuted Proteſtants 
in the Marian Days, and the legal ſufferers 
during the Grand Rebellin: Both which in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe and in the higheſt Man- 
ner, having kept the Word of Chrift's Pa- 
tience,\.that: is, conform d to the Precept 

and Example of Chri/t 1 
and even reſiſting unto Blood, became enti- 
tied co the following Promiſe, Which is in 
general to take them away from the Evil to 
came; and is much the fame with that made 
to goad King Fofiah, that he ſhould be gu- 
rer d ub lit Grave in Peace, and that his 


Ane u Evil which God 


vas about to bring „E rot Feruſalem.” For 
though-theſe faithful biladelp — enduted 


great Sufferings, yer they 25 aſſutcd 1 
ſhall eſtape much greater, ¶ Time there is 
among che ſecret Stores of Providenee, that, 
whenever it comes, will bring upon Man- 
kind a Judgment as ſudden. and dure 
as chat which overwhelm'd the Old World. 
A Time chere is mention d by the PAlmiſt, 
when God may be found, andaTinis'6f i eat” 
Warer-floods when there will be d ent: 


aigh bun, A Time; wherein Nogh, Dan | 


ta deliver but their own Souls, This Time 
ig here call'd the Hour of Temptation, which 


r a very ſmall Space or Portion of 
is * Properly __— ta wort, 


*# 3 #'s 
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Aaticbhriſtian Perſecution, which, as it will be 
moſt violent; fo is to be very ſhortt For fo 

our Lord has promiſed, that for the Eleft's' - 
Sake thif Days 1 be ſhortened. Beſides, 
there are other er Expreions here, that pla plainty 


fix and determine it to this fatal Period. For 


'tis call'd-likewiſe the Hout of Temptation; 
which will conſiſt not only of grievous Af 
flictions, Oppreſſions, and Calarfiities, but of 
what the Word more properly ſignifies, 
Temptation to Sin, Temptation to Infidelity 
Temptation to Idolatry, and all manner of 
Wickedneſs.': For then Inquiry will aboutt,” 
then will appear, in the meſt literal” Senfe 
and barefaced manner, ibe Over flowoings" of 
Ungodlineſs ; then will there be found bur” 
little Faith upon Earth; then will the Righ- 

reous ſcarcely be ſaved ; yea; then will there 
— a great ſcarcity of god Men; betauſe 
according to his Premiſe to the huren 
in v Philadelphia will take them to himfelf 
beforehand; and leave but few of the Righ- 
teous in to undergo this fiery 5 
Trial: which; chat it refers to the Peætſecu- 
tion under Auticbriſt, is Farther manifeſt 
from its being Dnivery/al: For tis fl td 
come upon” all the World to t#y"them that e, 
on the Earth. Not but that we may $5” 4 
ably. & that theſe Words do 


lkewiſe at ſome leſſer Evils or Trials er 


will happen in the Laodircan State, 5 . 
222 ** in the Ani. 
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chriſtian. Theſe may be more Perſonal and 
Particular, and reach and affect only or 
chiefly the inner Man ; whereas the — 
being the Conſummation of the Curſe, and 
the laſt and utmoſt Efforts of the Power and 
Palicy of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, will 
be totally and univerſally felt, and extend to 
all Parts of the. World, and to every Facul- 
ty of Man, in which he is 3 
tempted or tormented. | 

Happy therefore, chrice happy are thoſe 
Righteous Souls, our pious Forefathers, the 


_ rue Phi Roar wken away from 
the Danger, and from the very Apprehen- 
te 


coming upon ) the World to iy; them that | 
dwell upon the. Earth. 1 
V. II. Behold I come g kh By — 
Words we are to re . Ghrift's Is ſecond 
_ Coming, and that this ſecond Coming of his 
will not be long after the  Philadelphian 
State: And this farther confirms what I ob- 


ſery d above, as to the Application of the 


preceding Paſſage. For the firſt great End 

of his ſecond Advent is to deſtroy — | 

and to put an End to the Arvichriflion Stare. 
But he will come in Julgmeu, before he 


up 4 Perſon. | . 
id. Hold faſt which hou 2. has | 
no Man take thy Crown. —— If we may ſup- 

poſe this to relate to any one particular Per- 

ſon more than Others, our Thoughts muſt 
1 immediate] wy 
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immediately be fixt upon that great Luml- 
nary or Chief Angel in the Church in Phi. 
ladelphia, the Bleſſed Martyr of Forty-Eight; 
who is here commended for his zealous and 
noble Defence of the Chriſtian Cauſe, and 
exhorted to perſevere and hold faſt his In- 
tegrity, that he loſe not the Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom, which no one with more Honour or 
greater Difficulty obtain'd. Let me only ob- 
ſerve farther, that this Expreſſion, that no 
Man take thy Crown, ſeems to imply both 
the Poſſibility of falling from Grace, and the 
Impoſſibility of defeating thereby the De- 
crees of Heaven; in other Words, that if 
One fall away, Another ſhall be choſen in 
his Room to fill up the Number of God's 
Ele, or that the Freedom of Man's Will 
to Evil ſhall not vacate the eternal | 
or make the Calling of God of none Ef- 
„ gra V. 12. Him that overcometh, 
Proniſc. ill Tmake a Pillar in the Tem- 

5 ple of my God; and he ſhall go 
uo more out. And I will write upon bim the 
Name of my God, and the Name of the City 
of my God, which is New Feruſalem, which 
cometh down out of Heaven from my God; and 
I will write upon bim my New Name. 
Chriſt here repreſents himſelf, as he does in 
the Beginning of the Revelation, as acting in 
his Mediatorial Capacity, or glorified Huma- 

nity; and fo will continue to act 2 all 


things 


cf which, we may 
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things ball be ſubdued unto him, and God {hal 
be Al in All; and therefore there is in this 
one Paſſage: ſuch frequent Mention of 1) 
God, according to what he declared to ſome 
of his Diſciples after his Reſurrection (whom | 
he Was not a/bamed even then 70 call. bis 
Bretbren). I aſcend unto my Father and to 
your Father, and to my Gad and your Gad. 
The Words contain two eminent Promiſes 
in general, the One to give him that over- 
. eometh the Enjoyment of an high Privilege, 
the other to ſecure to him that Enjoyment. | 
The firſt is implied in theſe Words, I ill 
make him a Pillar in the Temple of my God, 
and be ſhall go no more aut; i, e. whereas 
many ſound | Rs of the Church in P- 
ladeſpbia, have, for their Zeal and Conſtan- 
cy. in my Service, been driven from Place 
to Place, and deprived by Death or Perſecu- 
tion of the Benefit and Privilege of Church-- 
Communion in this Life; upon their Ad- 
miſſion into the Heavenly Feruſalem, they 
ſhall continue Pillars or chief Governors 
there, as long as that bleſſed State ſhall laſt. 
2. The — Promiſe I may call Cbriſts 
| Teftimonial or Title to the faithful Philadel- 
ian; whereby he is fully aſſured of, and 
may lay claim to, the foregoing Promiſe: 
Far the better Underſtanding the Meaning 
conſider . as good 
Chriſtzans go out of this World with a grea- 


ter or e! nn Hope, wich a * 


1 
2 
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| main Aſſurance of a bliſsful Rhee? - 
lity; ſo we have Grounds to think that there 


are likewiſe different Degrees of Hope and 

Aſſurance in the Middle State, or the State 
between Death and the Reſurrection; in F 
which the Faichful departed enjoy indeed, i uf 


general, a comfortable Aſſurance and joyful” 
Expectation of their perfect Conſummation 
and Bliſs both in Body and Soul. But the Has. q 
ticular Nature, Meaſure, and Degree of 
eſs allotted for each, is what we 97 
well ſuppoſe them to be for the moſt Part 
nt of; according to the Account our 
Saviour himſelf gives us in relation to His 
Method of Proceeding in the Day of Judg- 
ment; when he will fay to the Righteous. 
Come ye bleſſed of My Father —— for F was. 
an hungred, and ye gave me Meat; at which 
ſome of them are repreſented as making An- 
ſwer with a pleaſing Surpriſe, Lord, when 
faww we thee an bungred,- and fed thee? But 
now Chriſt ſeems to = the true Phi- 


peaks that all this Ignorance, Doubt- | 


fulneſs, or re eter that be wholly, in 
a manner, removed from them; that he 


will give them a Ticket or ſure Title to 


the glorious Privilege of entring the Ne 


Feruſalem, and con ee of being Par- 
_ rakers of the firſt Reſurrection; which T 


take to be the true — of the Co 
Expreſſions. And I will write upon 2 
the Name of my God; i. e. He hall bare ror 


1 is + a 


4 


on bis Fase os in his Hand, or in his Keep» 
ing, ſome peculiar Mark to diſtinguiſh him 
fer a true San, of God: ſo. he ſhall knom 
eſteem d by Others; and as fuch ſhall rage 
with Chrift, or be Heir of his Kingdom. — 
And IT will write nun him — the Name of 
the City of my God, which. is New Jeriſalem, 
which. cometh daum out of Heaven from my: 
Gad. i, e. He ſball have beforehand an Aſſu- 
rance of being a Fellow-Citizen with the 
Saints, a ſure Title to a Freedom in the Cary. | 
of Gog, to be a pririledg d Inhabitant in che 
ew. Feriſalem, which is to be erected by 


che immediate Power of God, and is parti- 


his R 


cularly deſcrib d in the 2 1ſt Chapter of this 
Bock, and may be. underſtood in a literal 
Lenſe —— And zuill urite upon bim my New. 

b e. My Name ſhall be uponhis Fore- 
head, as tis expreſsly ſaid in the laſt Chapter. 
My New Name, mult, I conceive, be the Title 
of - King, perhaps that which he wears him- 
ſelf upen his Veſture and upon his. Thigh, 


King of Kings and Lord f Landi Fes this Ren 5 


velal ian being made to St. Jalm not till after 
his Aſcenſion, that is, not till his Inveſtitura in 
| a. State, nothing before that. could 
properly. be call;d Nn. Now in the Mk 
lymial State, or Chri/i's Reign with his Saints 
a, Thouſand, Years, forge will be, as it ware, 
2 Caurtzers,. and Others, only bis, Subjedis.; 

0, that. this Promiſe of writing his. New 


Name 


1 
4 

« 
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Name upon chem, Which is made only to 
chis Church, and to that in Pergamus, Ter 
ſomewhar peculiar and diſtinguiſhing; and 
may probably imply, that as two 
Uhbrches moſt elenriy explalhid, and tact 
ſttenuouſly contended for the Doctrine of 
Ghrift's Divinity; fo they (hall, in their Re. 
ward; be diſtimguiſh d aecrdi 8. Por Then 
that Honour me, I will Hong. 
ny gui ee "tp 15. Hy thin Kath fn Bl 
be Monit) r bin bear What. rü Sn 
ab unte tht CH b. 
de. Lit him hear and conſider the great 
Motives and Encouragements | 
Spirit in every Epiſtle to Fair folneſs ani 
Perſeverance, the Admonitions: to the pre- 
ſent Members, and the Warnings of 12 
OY Dae te theſe that ſucceed. - 


A* 


Beſbre ure bine to ine Baade Ar, 10 
| wilt here make a Stand; and look back a lit 
tle upon the Ground we hive travelled; and 
che large Tract of Time we have forveyed? 
And upon the lighteſt Review, we'car't but 
obſerve the wonderful Chain of Providenees 
and Events, their mutual Connesion and 
ndance, their regular ſueceſſive Order, 
and: their exact Correſpefldenee and Com 
formity to to the Prophetieal Defcription, Hbt 
only in the main Subſtance, or with reſpect 
to the Charactet of etch diſtinct 


general 
Church or State of Chrigianiey; but even 
907 os O 2 | in 
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ances, as the Names 
of the __—_ | Chorches, the Order of Suc- 
ceſſion, the iar Promiſe given to each, 
and the different Title o 2 ;/t prefixed 

to every Epiſtle. - Other Prophecies in Old 
or New Teſtament point at one certain de- 
terminate Period of Time for their reſpe- 
Eve 2 but this is one con- 


tinued Chain of Prophecies, that includes a 


Series of Events, and takes in a vaſt 


Compaſs of Time: And, conſidering the ad- 
mirable'Harmony of the Whole and of the 

ſeveral Parts, the perfect and punctual Agree- 
ment, in every reſpect, between the Pre- 


” didtions/and:the Events, the Copiouſneſs of 


the Subject, or the Variety of Matter con- 
tain'd in theſe Epiſtles, which treat of the 
Affairs of all the Chriſtian Churches from 
the Apoſtolick Age to the Antichriftian State, 
and the Extent or Duration of the Time, in- 
cluding no leſs than Sixteen Centuries ſucceſ- 
ſively; we can t but look upon this Propbecy 
as the moſt illaſtrious, the moſt perſpicuous, 
and the moſt compreben/ive of any 10 be mer 
with in the whole Book of God. 
As a proper Introduction to the fullenriog 
State, I ſhall. here juſt obſerve the Parallels 
e Oppoſitions between the ſeveral Chur- 
ches; as, 1, Of Thyatira to Epbeſus; the firſt 
. for ſuffering Jezabel, the laſt com- 
mended for not enduring thoſe that are evil; 
| it former comm, 2 for her 4a/t 8 


5 22 Sardis to Smyrna; 
ed without Reprocf, 
without any one | 
3. Philadelphia is parallel to Pergamus! in che 
Title, as to Cbriſts Regality, in the Reward 
of m, in her Eminence, and in 
the en of her Enemies. Laodicen 


| ſeems to ſtand alone, without Parallel or Op- 


poſition, unleſs it be to all the Churches be- 
fore · named, which had all ſome Things or 
Perſons commendable in them; but this has 
none worthy our Saviour's Prophetical Re- 
2 All that can be infer d, is that the 
fferers in thoſe Days are moſt in Favour 
with God, — i to Chrift's expreſs De- 
claration to the Laadiceuns. A. many 
gs 1 love 1 rebuke and chaſten. 1. Laodicea 
is oppoſite to Epheſus, as having neither the 
fiſt nor the {ai Love of that Church; Which 
laſt Love, though ſomewhat abated and leſs 
fervent than the former, was nor arrived to 
4 ce of Lukewarnneſs, Beſides the 
Church in Ephe/us could not bear them that 
are evil, Mhereas a general Toleration or Suf- 
ferance of Evil is the very Thing that fixes 
the Imputation af Lukewarmneſs upon the 
Liaodiceans. 2. "Tis oppoſite to Smyrna, which 
had an Appearance of Poverty when. it was 
really rich; whereas Laodicta is repreſented 
as rich in Appearance and — but in 
Pruch and Reahity- miſcrably p poor. 3. To 


trio Per. 
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Pergamis, as it takes no Care to hold falt the 
Name af Chriſt, and not to deny his Faith, 
which Multitudes in theſe Days have Apo- 
ſtatiaed from; and tis to —— that there 
are, as per, but few in Compariſon prepared 
to be or. Confeſſors of their N 
=” To:Thyatira, as as but little to ſhew 
now (beſides what our Auceſtors have left 
us). of che Charity, and Serve, and Faith, 
and Patiente of the Thyatirians. Nor, g. Can 
Laodicra yet pretend to vie even with the 
corrupt Church of Sardis, in which there 
wete a few Names, who bad not defiled their 
| Garments, and are declared worthy of a Re- 
ward. But in Laodicea, as if, according to 
1/ſaiab's: Account of the Fewiſh Church, 
there was--2o-whole Part in it, State of 
Chriſtianity is here repreſented as —— 
under an almoſt univerſal Darkneſs and Cor - 
ruption. Much leſs, 6. Can Laodicea be 
compared to Philadelphia, from which it ie, 
in 3 ee — 8 | 
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from God, but from the People; and R- 
nifies,'as to Practice, the Ruling of the Pez 
ple, or a general Riſing up againft Author 
ty; when the Vox Populi is become not on- 
Iy noiſy and querulous, but dictating and 
imper ious; when even Chriſtian Near to 
Unlearn the Duty of Subjection, and to throw 
off all Reſpect and Reverence for their Go- 
vernors. A Character that ſuits no Age more 
than the Preſent: The loud popular Cla- 
mou? for Liberty in theſe Days, when Men 
are almoſt ſurfeited with it, is juſt like the 
Noĩſe of Druntards, who are then obſerv d 0 
be and quarrelſome after 
when they have leaſt need of it, and Have in- 
deed no Reaſon in the World for drinking 
any more, but chat they have drank wy 
much already: Or like the Murmurin 
che 1/7 aelites in the Wilderneſs, who, w 
they had Mama to the full, long d for the 
Blefh-pots of” Egypt ; and God in gment, 
not in Merey, gave them their Heart's De- 
fire; be gave them Buath to eat, and eat they 
did till the Meat came aut at rr Noſtrits; 
and! what they deſireck to pleaſe their Ap- 
petite, proved their Deftruction: For whele 
the Meat was yet in their Mouths, "ere it Was 
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ole d the Hrath of God cume 0 them, and 
Ae Ile W aplthieft" off them. | ay This ne- 
ver be ozy'Cafe!''Fh fome ſcem 


roſolvd never to leave off their Cxięs for E 
wm till they Rave obtain d an abfolute uni- 


Erie | verſal 


bop tc) 


NN that Every One may 40 
his own Den d is, ; ill 
thee _ 0 7 Ki in Iſrael. K 
To confirm this Character of the aden 
Age, I ſhall here produce the Teſtimony of 

a earned Foreigner from the celebrated Ora- 
tion. before a judicious and - auguſt Aﬀem- 
bly.——Dum quidam Servituti ſe tantum Sub- 
ducere velle profitentur, Confufſunem et Licen- 
tiam ubigue diſſeminant. Religionem vellent 
 abſque Miniſtris, Societatem fine Prapdjitis, 
Leges fine Obedientid, Regulas fine Praxi. 
 Auttoritas amnis pro Tyranmide, Diſerplina 
Servitute, Ceremonte et uſus pro totidem Su- 
Perſtitionibus eftimantur. Liberum ſe non putat 
boc bominium genus, niſi, omnem — 
& Legum: Auttoritatem abjiciant. — The 
Author in theſe Words ſeems to point. 
only at the Modern Sett of Freethinkers;. but 
alas! the Infection is ſpread much farther, 
and the Diſeaſe is become Epidemical. And 
if we add to this the other diſtinguiſhing 
Characteriſtick of the Laadicean Age, viz, 
that of Lukewarmneſs, or a ſteupid Indiffe- 
rency and Unconcernedneis in Niatteraf Re- 
ligion, we ſhall find but few Places unin- 


Fa with One or other. - Gallionſm has 


been openly defended, and the Deiſtical and 
1 Principles have long ago taken 
Root in this Nation, and are 3 4p 

Bay ꝗFů—B their deadly Branches. The on 

i remainsalmoſt now-a-daysof n 


t — 
x: 1 | | 


and of Antient Diſcipline and Government 


are to be found in our two famous Univer-" 
fattes, 1, Theſe Fountains ſtill run pure and 
clear, tho the Streams that iſſue from them 


are too often corrupted: And indeec 
booner quit thele renowned Sears of folid Lear- 


ning, true Religion, and uſeful Diſcipline, 
but we come into an infected Air; and — 


the ge 


Conſia 


ney and hold faſt their Int 


thrice happy they, chat after thia, eſcape 


neral Contagion, that ** their 


egrity in 


che midit of ſo much Laue and 
Lukewarmneſs. * \ * 5 
It may be too invidious:a Taſk 
to preſume to determine r 
exact Commencement of the 
Taodiccam e, rlibogh] I can t 


N 
a 8 men ntioning one 
2 whence we may reaſonably date the gradual 
of Authority both in 


Decline and Decay 
Church and State: I mean the Time when 


KS ; 


omence- 
2 the —_ 


ie 
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Ara, from 


the moſt Venerable Aſſembly in the: Chri- 
ſtian World began to remit and ſlacken the 
Reins of Difcipliveine Caſe that is too well 
known to need any Enlargement. For when 
Complaint was brought before them againſt 


Proceedings on 


a learned and ſubtle Reviyer of Ariumſin; 
by cheir dilatory 


that Oc 


caſion, they gave the Party Accuſed an Op- 


C2 
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nĩty to ſecure an Intereſt, — and at 
ength he was ſuffer d to eſcape 
2 other Cealure or a 26 than that of 


without any» 


being 


>, (106 ) sf 
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trinity, a for- 
mal Recamearion archi 2 
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18, 
» the Firſt, ' he is the Final 
End and Confummation of all 


in the next Place, the fait and true Mit- 


wy the Forth, The ** e 
$ ru By this Title then Chriſt tacitiy 
admoniſhes the Laodiceans that the Time ts 


Hort, and the Day is at band; and therefore 


chat if they will enter into Life, they muſt 
haſten their Preparations for it, awake out 
of Sleep, reſume their Courage, and rekindle 
their Zeal. To which End he propoſes him- 
ſelf as a Pattern to them, by calling himſelf, 


neſs; intimating thereby, that he lived in as 
corrupt and degenerate Times as they can 
do, and yer, notwithſtanding that, witne 44 
good Caye en before Pontius Pilate, 


1 in his Preſence, _— — 


that for this End was be born, and for this 
Cauſe came be into the World, that be ſhould 
bear Witneſs to the Truth, With him — 
not Tea and Nay, . 1 
fation; no Halting between eontrary O 
mem or Practices, no Lukewarmneſs or Indif- 
ce, no Fainting or Cowardice; but 
what he preach d in his Life, he confirm d 


in hib Death. This is the faithful and true 


* 5, whoſe. Cauſe we are to plead, and 
Example we ought to follow; and 

that none may be diſcouraged from follow- 
ing it in theſe Days, he ſiyleehimſclF inthe 


la Place, the Begining of the ng 


(us) 


God; that is, that as he form'd Man ”"—_ 
out of the Duſt of the Earth, and brearh'd 
into him the Breath of Life, and will raiſe 
him again from the Duſt to a New and 
Better Life; fo he can even now quicken 
- thoſe that are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, re- 
new them again to Repentance, and raiſe up 
to. himſelf a peculiar Generation of ſound 
and fincere Believers, to be his Witneſſes in 
the latter Days, to oppoſe the dreadful Pro- 
| of Autichriſtiamſin, and to fight the 
ds Bartel. And this he ſeems ready, 
and even promiſes to effect, as will be ſeen 
hereafter. I only note here, that Theſe 
(whenever call'd) are undoubredly the Per- 
Tons pointed at and repreſented by the La- 
' Gourers in the Parable, that were hired about 
tbe Eleventh Hour; who, though not call'd 
dil che laſt Age of the World, and perhaps 
not till the latter Stage of cheir Life,” thall (if 
they prove faithful and endure unto the End) 
de equally rewarded with thoſe that bave 
borne the Burden and Heat of the Day. 

| in 6. 1 know thy Works, 
ö 2-5 Ws that hy am neither cold, nor 
5 _ 1 would thou wers cold or 
"bot - So ew becauſe thou art lukewarm, and 
' neither cold nor hot, I will fpue thee out of my 
"Mouth, —— Chrif?s Complaint or Character 
pf the Laadiceans, is, that they are neither 
culd nor bor, but made up of a ſtrange odd 


"Mixture partaking « of both, *Which"we call 
| . 


5 ww 2 
lukewarm ; by which is meant a middle Stats 


between Profaneſs and Piety, when Men have 
Religion enough to keep them eafy, but not 
enough to make them /afe; when they can't 
be content without ſome Religion, but can be 
content with a very little: when their Affecti- 
ons are divided between God and the World, 
and they beſtow their cooler Affections upon 
God's Service, but reſerve the warmer for 
worldly Purſuits. But TwWwould, ſays Chriſt, that 
thou wert either cold or hot, that is, that thou 
would'ſt either lay aſide all Pretences to Reli- 
gion, or that thou would'ſt be Religious in 
good Earneſt; that thou would'ſt ſhew no 

- Reverence to me at all, or that thou would'ſt 
expreſs thy Reverence by a zealous' Perfor- 
mance of my Commandments. For God 

will be /anctiſied in them. that come near him, 
and declares that he will not be Moc#d, and 

can more eaſily endure that his Grace ſhould 
not be known, than that it ſhould be deſpi- 
ſed. Bur becauſe thou art lukewarm, or hy- 
pocritical, pretending to inward Holineſs, 
when thou haſt only the Shell or Shadow of 
it; and art neither bot nor cold, not willing 
to throw off the Form, nor yet to riſe up 
to the Power of Godlineſs, I will ſpue thee out 
F my Mouth : which is an elegant Alluſion 
to the Nature and Quality of the Stomach, 
and thoſe Meats and Drinks that are receiv d 

into it. What is either bor, or cold, is im- 

medaarely felt, and provokes the Stomach 

45 723 to 


Methods of Cultivation, and found that it 


| Threatening of our Saviour's plainly i 


bom Deane of Moe rriddcbognmee | 
the Stomach, — — 


le Gueſt. The main Drift then 
of this Similitude (for we are not to wreſt 
Similitudes beyond theit due Scope) ſeems to be 
this; that if it relates to the Church in general 
that is grown thus /utewarm and unprofitable, 

then Chrift here threatens that he will caſt 


| tr out of his Sight, or remove it into another 


Land, or give Orders concerning it, as the 


Huſbandman in the Parable did concerning 
the barren Fi after he had tried all 


produced but Leaves, cut it down, 

cumbereth it t Ground? Or if it reſpects 
— Members of the Church, 
that have lon long continued in a State of Bar- 
reneſs, Lulewarmmęſi, and Indifference, and 
braught no Fruit to Perfection; then this 


imports, 
that ag Vomiting is y ſudden and 
violent; ſo he will haſtily Or Inexpectedl 
rere 
ſome ſudden or violent Death, or ſome 
fad Diſaſter ; God being often obſerv d to 


6 nowrouyneghgen Men, 


() | 

chan wich thoſe that are bypoeritical, un- 
found, or unfincere. And tis melancholy ta 
_ obſerve how many ſad Inſtances there have 
been in this Nation of fach ſudden Exc 
flons within theſe few Years: And 
Day preſents Us with freſh Inſtances enough 

to ery *,Þ Th rn] to quicken our 
| make us ſhake off that 


Diowknek Kane Supineſs, which has fo long 


| poſſeſs d and benumb d our Squls. 
V. 17. Bernie thou ſayft, 2 
ark an rich, and increaſed with 
the Laediceans. 7 Goods, 4 have need of nb 
OD "thing: And hnoweff not that 
thiu art ORE and miſerable, and poor; and 
Mint” and naked. —— In order” to form 4 
right Notion of the Laodicean State, as hett 
repreſented, it will be proper to 7 
and cake a chort View of the State of Relig 
"as" it ſtood in the larter End or 


which I ſhall give the Reader in the Words 
of a great Genius of our own Nation, that 
fived' and © wrote about that Time 
« Phe State of Religion and the State of 
Learning ſeem to ſtand at preſent like the 
4 two Poles of the Earth, one Elevated and 
_ « the other Depreſſed.” The Truth is (though 
it be a {ad one) Fineſs and Irreligion make 
che Character of this Age, "which has no 
Heat with its Light, but while it ſhines 
bright and radlane, feels cold and' frozen, 


Declenſion of the Philadelphian Ape; 


and . 


| ( 112 ) 
and with all the gay Appearances of Life,. 
has the Chillneſs of B it. Thon 
haſt Name that thou liveſt, and art Dead. 
Rev. iv. 1. Which plainly ſhews that the 
latter Days are come upon us, whereof. 
there is this double Character, that Know- 
ledge ſhall increaſe, but the Love of many 
ſhall wax cod. Ic muſt be allowed, that 
the preſent Age has Advantages of Preach- 
. ing and Writing, far beyond what former 
Ages could . boaſt of; and that Chriſtians 
now have Aſſiſtances almoſt as much beyond 
thoſe. of the Primitive Chriſtians, as theirs 
were beyond thoſe of the Heathen World; 
and yet (which is both ſtrange. and lamen- 
table to. conlider) they excelled Us as much 
In Goodneſs, as we do them in Learning 
and Knowledge, and were much better, 
without theſe Advantages, than we are with 
them. No Learning like Modern Learning 
no Reaſoning like Modern Reaſoning, "1 
Jet no Chriſtianity like Primitive Chriſtianity. 
ow indeed Chriſtianity is better underſtood, 
and better defended, and the Rules of it more 
rationally inforced, but then twas better pra- 
cticed: Now we Diſcourſe better, but we 
Live worſe. What /hall we, what can we ſay 
to theſe things? It is our great Shame, and 
it will be. our Condemnation.”-—- The 
Complaint of this Author, we ſee, is, chat 
tze Practice of Chriſtians in his Days was 
not anſwerable to their Profeſſion, and 4s 


: 
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e ie, as weh Weiche and be. 


lieved: But had he been in our Days, he muſt 


have been ſadly ſenſible, that there is as lit- 


tile Faith as there is Works, that our Light 
is vaniſhed with the Heat, and that Chri- 
ſtians are now as deficient in Knowledge as 
they are in Practice; I mean in the only 
uſeful and ſaving Knowledge, be Knowledge 
" of Gad and of Themſelves.” Arts and Sciences, 
and all Kinds of — Literature flouriſh 
and increaſe; but Divine Knowledge, the 


_ Knowledge of Spiritual Things, the Know- 


ledge of the Holy Scriptures, was never 
(ſince our | Deliverance from the Darkneſs 
of Popery) leis ſtudied; or leſs improved. 
In the midſt of all the Mathematical, Phi- 
Igſepbical, and Ph1lological Learning chat a 
bounds in this Age, Men are extremely igno- 


rant of their own State and Condition wich 
reſpect to Grace and the Favour of God; 


undder che Like 


and no Age or Nation perh 
s expoſed, than 


great Advantages, ſtands 


ours does, to that Voe and Vengeance de- 
nounced of God by his Prophet 10 them who. 


call Euil Good and Geod Boil, that put Dark- 
| neſs for Light and Light for” 


the Blind? who will undertake to convince 


thoſe, who Jay hey: are and 8 | 


ON? are wretched, and uſer, 


Darkneſs, that 
put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter; 
And who will go about to open the Eyes of 
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n blind, and naked? Lis 
told Dan. xii. 10. that ow the wicked _ 
ſhall underſtand, vin. the Truths con- 
tained in Prophecy; which tis very caſy to 
ſuppoſe, conſider ing that Met of light Ten- 
pers and irreligious will and 
muſt, in their own Defence, explode and 
ridicule all ſuch Prediftions. They have 
neither the Capacity, nor the Inclination'to 
4 No wicked Perſon, while 


be continues ſuch, can be defitous of Chrift's 


Second Coming, or wiſh that it were near 
at Hand, or that pan preſent State of Things 
were ſoon to way. Things ſo contrary 
to his n * be equally contrary 
to his Expectation and Belief. | And as to 
the conceited, /ukiwarm, or Half · Chriſtian, 
Whatever his Capacity or Inclination may be, 
tis certain that he will not be a the Pains 
to learn and underſtand theſe: , or to 
| know his own true'State, how wretched, and 
blind, and naked be is in the, Sight of an All- 
Teeing God. And yet tis not proper to 
N 1 to a walten ſuch out of 
ir fatal Slumber;\ and to turn them from 
| en No, the Means are ta 
be continued, whatever the Event and Suc- 
ceſs he, Which is God's Concern, not our's. 
And to the diligent Uſe of theſe we are 
greatly encouraged by the Advice and Exam- 
le of our N rs in = mom 


| =. V. 18, 
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. e of me Gold tried in the Fire, 
the Laodiceans, that thou may ſt be ricb and 
" white Raiment, that thou may ff 
be chatb d, and that the Shame of thy Naktd- 
neſs do not appear; and anvint thine Eyes with 
Eye that thou may ft fee. ——— . 
As evil Habits are only to be overcome 
dy contrary Habits; ſo this Counſel of our 
Saviour is here offered by way of Remedy, 
and ſuited to the threefold Malady of the 
Laodiceans, viz. their ſpiritual Poverty, Na- 
kedneſs, and Blindneſs. 1. Their Poverty 
and Wretchedneſs is contracted by a Habit 
of Idlencis, or by a Neglect of good Works: 
This Neglect is owing to want of Courage 
and Reſolution, to Self-Indulgence or a vi- 
cious Tenderneſs to the Fleſh, and to a Fear 
af Suffering or Dread of Perſecution: The 
natural Effects of which are baſe Compliances 
wich the Iniquity of the Times, a coward» 
ly Silence, and ſcandalous Indifference in 
Matters of Religion, and the Cauſe of Truth. 
Now our Saviour here adviſes Us to act the 
Reverſe of all this, viz. not to be aſhamed 
to confeſs him before Men, not to be afraid 
of them which can only kill the Body, to 
be willing to endure Hardneſs as good Sol- 
diers of Ig Chrift, to contend earneſtly 
for the Fai ce delivered to the Saints, to 
be zealouſiy affected always in a good Thin 
* to aſſert: and r the great Tru 


ap of, 


| 8 116 1 8 
of the Goſpel againſt all Oppoſition 222 OE 
ever, and even at the Hazard of all that is 
dear and valuable to Us in this World. 
This is to buy. of him Gold tried in the Fire, 
whereby we may be rich, and without which 
(as. che Times now are) we muſt be miſera- 
bly poor. 2. The Nakedneſs of the Laodicenas 
reſ more particularly that d Divi- 
er Sin, the Lufts of the = which 
will more than ordinarily abound in the 
latter Days. For though all Sin is fitly re- 
preſented in Scripture by the Word Naked- 
nes, as it robs the Soul of its Ornaments, 
Cloathing, and Defence: yet is this more 
culiarly and more emphatically true of 
the Sins of Intemperance and Impurity, which 
not only diveſt the Soul of its proper Cover- 
ing, but expoſe it to _ Shame and Con- 
tempt. Our Saviour therefore, on the con- 
trary, counſels the Laodiceans to buy of him 
white | Raiment that they may be cloath d. 
| Thewhite Raiment_ is the Righteouſneſs of the 
Saznts, ' viz. Innocence and Purity, Repen- 
tance and Pardon. To buy theſe imports 
that we muſt be at ſome Pains and Expence 
to procure them; and the Reaſon given, that 
. the, Shame of thy | Nakedneſs do not appear, 
implies, that the Contagion id general, and 
that few are ſo righteous, — 2 and ſe- 
cure in this reſpect, as not to ſtand in need 
of Repentance and Vigilance; and therefore 
that thoſe who have not been fo happy a 
© 2D. © 8 5 0 


Waters of Contrition, and by a ſtricter and 


| Ft my Fs Y 
1e keep 2 altogether pure and un- 
ſpotted from the World, ſhould take Care 
in Time to waſh away their Spots in the 


holier Converſation : That ſo | whatſoever 
Defilements they may have contracted in 
the raidſt of a miſerable and naughty World, 
through the Luſts of the Fleſh or the Wiles 
of Satan, being purged and done away, they 
may at laſt be e woke pure and without 
ſpot before God. 3. The Blindneſs of the 
Laadiceuns is to be removed by / anointing 
. their Eyes with Ehe- Salve. By this, I con- 
cCeive, is meant the Holy Scripture or Word 

of God, which the Pfalmiſt calls 
unto his Feet, and a Light unto bis Paths; 
and is here very ſignificantly faid to be an 
| Eye-Satve, as deſigned by God to cure and 
remove the Dimneſs of our Natural Reaſon, 
or of the Light of Nature; which he like- 
| wiſe foreſaw would, in this degenerate and 
dark Age, be advanced by the Blind and 
| Ignorant even above the clear Light of Re- 
velation; which is moſt ſhamefully pervert 
ed, and moſt ſcandalouſly ſlighted and 
neglected in theſe Days, though the only 
- Thing that can make Men wr/e wnto Salva- 
tion. The Anointing the Eyes with this 
Bye- Salve fignifies a conſtant, diligent, and 
conſcientious ſearching and ſtudying che 
Scriptures, . to the Purpoſes of an holy Faith 
and ſuirable Practice, which is ever attended 
| wich 


ay %, ag 


wen 3. We a 9 


V. 19. 4 nam 
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with che Ilamination of the Spirit, Ti 5 
to make every Chriſtian perfect, to abound 
in all Wiſdom and — Underſtanding, 
and thoroughly f unto all good 
Works. And withour chis, the Knowledge 
of all other things will fignify nothing. How 
great then muſt be the Guilt and Folly of 
thoſe that or neglect theſe lively Ora- 
cles deliver d to Us? But whether Men will 
hear chem, or whether they will forbear tùhe 
Words which C/hri# bath ſpoken unto them 


in his Goſpel, the fame ſhall judge them at 1 


the laſt Day. 


But this R f and ſeaſonable Advice i 


eproo 
fomewhar ſoften d by afligning the Reaſon 


of its being given in the next Verſe. 
as I love, I rebuke and 


—— Though Chr:/s Chaſtiſements 


2s well as Rebukes are Tokens and Argu- 
ments of his tender Care and Affection; yet 


| he ſeldom 


to the former, before he 
has tried the Succeſs of the latter. He there- 
fore ft rebukes thoſe whom he loves, that 
is (to interpret this paſſage with an Eye to lh 
the preſent State of Things, as tis but reaſon 

able) he endeavours to make them ſenſible 
of their Lazineſs, their Indifference, and 
Lukewarmneſs, and that their Works, when 
weighed in the Balance, will be found want-+ 
ing. This he reproves them for, by the ſe- 
cret Whiſpers of his Spirit, by the Convicti- 


Own 
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own Minds, by the Voice of his Meſſengers, 
by the — Oocurenoes that paſs in the 
World, by che Signs of the Times, which are 
now ſo plain and viſible that he who runs 
may read them, by the remarkable Eviden- 
bes of the near 1 of his Second Com- 
and by his Foun ments u 
Others, whereby he 75 Wart to 5 
chat eſcape: And if theſe and he like Me- 
thods prove inſufficient to rouze them from 
their deadly fleep, he then proceeds to his 
e Work, to bring upon them Trouble, 
Affliction, and Perſecution; and by a Courſe 
_ of ſevere Diſcipline opens their Ears to In- 
ſtruction, and imparts unto them the Spirit 
of Wiſdom, and thereby trains them up and 
prepares them by Degrees to be the Friends 
and Favourites of God. Ar firſt this Holy 
Spirit will walk with them by crooked 
Ways, andbring Fear and Dread 1 chem, 
and Torment them with her Diſcipline, 
until ſhe may truſt their Souls and try them 
by her Laws; then will ſhe return the ſtrait 
"way to them, and ſhew them her Secrets. 
And I can't but think that this Paſſage bears 
| a ſpecial Reference to that Prophecy in Ma- 
 lachi, which deſcribes our Saviour's Method 
of 'Proceeding with one particular Sort of 
Men in the latter Da He is hike @ Re- 
finer's Fire, and like Fuller's Soap. And be 
ſholl fit as a Refiner and Purifier of Silver: 
And be ſhall purify the Sons of Levi, a 


Pe 


| (ae 
eee Gold and Silver, that they may offer 
ante the: Lord an Offering in Raben. 4 
Aud this is agreeable to what St. Perer ob- 
ſerves, that Judgment muſt begin at the Houſe 
Gad. And the Time ſeems to de no. 


come for it. 


Thid. Be zealous therefore and Repent. ——— 


e the. * 


Sincerity of your Repentance, and to enable 
you to 898 forth Fruits worthy of it: And 
1 ought likewiſe to repent of your Luke- 


Warmn hitherto, or of your former want 


of Zeal ; which has been attended with fa- 
tal Conſequences. The great Enemy of Man- 
kind, and particularly of this Church and 
N ation, who has bis Time and Seaſon for. 
every wicked Purpoſe, after he had for ma- 


ny Years together roſs'd and divided us by 


Fadion and Parties, drove us at laſt upon 
the op poſite Extreme, and lull'd us aſleep 
into a fatal Security and dangerous Peace. A 


general Stagnation of Zeal and Activity in 
the Cauſe of God and Religion has deen 


but too viſible for ſome Time. This indeed 
may be call'd, in the new Way of Speaking, 


aà Token of National Union and a Coalition 


of Parties; but tis a pernicious Union, and 
a wicked Coali ition, . more dangerous and de- 
ſtructive to the Souls of Men, than, Wars 
and Deſolations; as a Lethargy is known 
to be of a more killing Nature than a high 


Fever. That which led che Way to this 


melancholy 


in 

melancholy State of Chriſtianity 
Us, has been che dextrous Uſe a 8 7 7 5 
tion of that fine ſpecious Word Moder 25 5 
which ſome had been fo long f ringing in otit 
| Ears, and have now found theit Account 
in it. For by the Event it too Nainly a 
pears, that this is the moſt Roar Ph. 
gine that was ever” pertiaps made uſe of By 

f |Souls} tka and un- 
— the Conſtitution of qur Church, to 
looſen the Ręins of Diſcipline, to ttample 


| et our Laws and Liang to bring ſacred 
ngs 


on? 


and Perſons into Contempt, and to 


ſtab Reigen to the ve Heart; and which, 

 rhirouph che ene and wrescherzüs Cbrmpll⸗ 
ances of Tomte, andthe falſe Expedients' af 

others; Has brought Us to this ae 


and contu tive oy 
ne on rs: A 


ackiſed of late Years; has doe + 
of ours that all the Perſectitjotis ſhe ever un- 
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af — and” r Do- and knock,” if: any Man 
| 20+: Yhe Heu my 

Una Low nia Door. I will come in to him, 

aj 2 ee with kum, and be 
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ferm, that this? Moderation, "as | ih 


hiefto the Souls of Men, and to this Church 
der went, either in Popiſd Reigns, ' or in the 


Vote and ben the. 
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Exhortation, as before, is very 


? 


1 | eject none but thoſe that think 
| 0 Now he is ready 
to receive and entet᷑tain All that open the Door 
71 . rok to 
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to him, and hear bis Voice. It v was an an- 


tient Cuſtom to knock and to call aloud at 


the ſame Time. In alluſion to this Cuſtom 
our Saviour here declares of himſelf that he 
both aſks and knocks for Admiſſion into 
the Heart of every Chriſtian; and that none 
may find Excuſe, he iſſues out his general 
Summons, and empowers and authorizes the 
Meaneſt of his Servants to fell them that are 
_ bidden to come to the Marriage: And if thoſe 
that are bidden ſhould refuſe to come in, he 
will employ more Honourable Harbingers 
or Meſſengers to go our quickly into the 
Streets and Lanes of the C > and to bring 
in the Poor, and the Maimed, and the Halt, 
and the Blind; and becauſe there will ſtill be 
Room, eher Servants will be ſent out likes 
wiſe into the  High-ways and Hedges js compel ; 
them'to come in, that his Houſe may be filled. 
For all things are now ready ; and "This is the 
_ Laſt Call, and the Laſt Invitation they are 
to expect. And the Promiſe Chriſt gives to 
thoſe that will accept of the Invitation, 
viz. that he will come in to them, and will 
Jup with them, and they with him, plainly 
implies and prefignifies the more frequent ; 

Ce ebration of the Lord's Supper, whereby 
theſe new Converts or Penitents ſhall obtain 
a more abundant Conſolation, or that 


Grace ſhall chiefly be imparted to them by 


this Means; which may likewiſe intimate 
ho "ue Diſuſe or Diſcontinuance of the 
R 2 "Oy 


_ 


0 24) I. 
Holy. Euchariſt in theſe Days. ThisPromiſe 


den reſpedts their peedy Growth, in Grace, 


and quicker Advancement in Holineſs, as the 


| following does their Title (upon their Per- 


<4 = gy to a far wen, exceeding ern | 
n 
0 re 21. To him: that over 
prin. pear! cometh, will. I grant to fit with 
me in my Throne, even 46 1 
all > overcame, „ and am ſet. down with my Fa- 
: in his Throne. —— To — 4s Chr 
alſa overcame, may be an Intimation that the 
9 State will be almoſt as univerſallß 
corrupt, as that wherein our Saviour lived 
and exerciſed his Miniſtry, and that who- 
ever will be good in this State, muſt expect 
to meet with ſomething of the like general 
Oppoſition, Hatred, — Perſecution ;/ that 
the Difficulties however of this Warfare (if 
attended with Victory) will entitle a Man to 
the higheſt Reward, of which. there is no 
Pall upon Earth, even to ſit upon the 
Throne of Glory with our Saviour; 
which was never known, to be the Caſe of 
any Subject with his Prince. This Promiſe 
is. ſomewhat like that which Chriſt made 
1 F which have 
cantinued with. me in my Temptations. And 
1 appoint unto eu a Kingdom as my Father 
_ bath appointed unto me,; that ye may eat and 
drink af my. Table in my Kingdom, and fit 
#7 * Vb the twelve Tribes of 
viel Ve. 
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obſerve; among other things; that thoſe. 
who endure the greateſt Temptations. ſhall 

have the Rewards, or thar thoſe 
Who have preſerv d their Integrity in the 
moſt Trying Times ſhall be proportiovably 
advanced in the Heavenly 80 
chat the Reward promiſed to the faick- 


ful or per tant Laodiceans, ſeems to be the 


ſt of all. | 
7% 3 * V. 22;-He thar hz at Ms | 
Comes wit”) It him bear what the Spirit 
1 faith unto the Churches, —— 
Let him hear what he fays to his own Con- 
ſcience; what he is now proclaiming to the 
World, what he ſpeaks by his Prophets, what 
he has revealed of former Times, and what 
he declares! of the (preſent. Let him conſi- 
der. 1 and mark well the fatal 
Prog acy, which began with the 
Firſt 1 and will be finiſned in the 
Laſt. Let him recollect and remember that 
a Defedt or Abatement of the jirff Love un- 
der a Ceſſation of Perſecution in the latter 
End of the Ephe/ine Church, opened the way 
to an Indulgence and To/eration of Idolatrous 
Practices, during the Sun-ſhine of the Per- 
an State; that this was ſucceeded by an 
Eftabliſhment of Error and Hereſy in the Thy- 
atirian Age; and that this produced an a- 
* 3 . 4 

n a 
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Mire and 
when Re Religion finks ſo low, or riſes — 
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1 


en a 
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aity, the World, long ere now, had filled up 


Church in Phi 
Doce to che Revival of Primivve C 


the Meaſure of its Iniquity, and muſt by 4 
this Time have come to an End. But That 
Which was ſtopt for the two laſt Ages, is 


broken out with greater Violence in this; 


and as there is nothing left to ſtop its far- 


cher P n the Laſt of the Se- 


ven Churches 8 its Lees, 
and have its final and fatal 
Dregs of Antichriſtianiſm. F. 


than to a State of Indifference and 
Lukewarmneſ, it either afſumes the Maſk 
of Mpocriſy, or ends in open Libertiniſm 
and Profaneſs. And when the World, the 
Chriſtian World is arrived to this Height, or 
rather Depth of Apotacy, then will that Man 
of 57 appear, the Sum total or Recapitula- 
tion Cem Iniquity, the Perſonal Antichri/t, 
— be after the Working of Sa- 
tan, 2 4 40 Power, and Signs, and lying 
Wonders, and with all Decervableneſs of Un- 
5 in them that periſh, becauſe 2 
ev d not the Love of Truth that they mig 
be Saved... For which moſt dreadful and 


moſt dangerous Trial, do Thou, O Bleſſed 


75 Yu, who haſt ly foretold and fore - 


warned 


eriod in — 5 
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| 4 Us of thoſe perillous nel fit and | 


pare all thy faithful Servants : Even 
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3 POSTSCRIPT. 


I was ded, a5 was hinted in a . 
tle- Page, to make here ſome brief Obſer- - 


vations concerning the Types and Forgrunners 
of Antichriſt the Great, and to offer ſome Rea- 
755 that might incline Us to believe that the 
Time of his Appearing cannot be very far off. 
Bur, by Reaſon of great Incumbrances,'and 


greater Infirmities, I am obliged to drop this 


Defign for the preſent, and ſhould be glad 
to transfer it to ſome Able Hand that may 
treat this important Subject with a A 
ang Accuracy which it deſerves. 
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> Body, by MregFobn/onr” 
mary View of the Whole Cohwo- 
jections 7 che Moſt 
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